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Thanks Be Unto God 


By Margaret S. Fellows 
2 Corinthians 9:15 


EAR child of God, lift up your eyes 
This Christmastide, to starlit skies: 
Give thanks that one night long ago 
There lay a Babe in manger low — 
Our ever-living Lord! 


The world He made in darkness lay: 

No one its sin could take away 

Until He came to earth to be 

God’s Paschal Lamb, to set men free— 
Our ever-living Lord! 


Dear child of God, praise Him today 

For His provision of the Way, 

The Truth, the never-ending Life 

Beyond this vale of tears and strife — 
Our ever-living Lord! 


O shout for joy, hosannas sing! 

This Saviour will return as King! 

Meanwhile in Heaven He intercedes 

Before the throne, for all our needs, 
Our ever-living Lord! 


; “ 
Someone To Listen to OurTroubles 


Can the Bible meet all of man’s 
need? Is it possible that modern scien- 
tists know more about the human spirit 
than God who created it, and have bet- 
ter remedies for curing its ills? Psychia- 
try places a high value on the release 
that comes from speaking freely of our 
fears, disappointments, frustrations, am- 
bitions, and hopes to a specialist who is 
trained in the workings of the mind and 


supposedly able to give wise counsel. 
In one method of treatment the patient 
lies on a couch and is prompted by the 
psychiatrist to talk freely, without re- 
straint or logical order and often at great 
length. The expert then tries to discover 
whether the patient has some resources 
of his own, such as early home training, 
a faith of some sort, a liking for par- 
ticular work, which he can take advan- 
tage of to lift himself out of his mental 
quagmire. But probably most modern 
psychiatrists (though not all) are unbe- 
lievers, who think that Christianity is 
only one of many good systems for help- 
ing man out of his troubles, that the 
Bible is an interesting old classic, that 
thefe is no such thing as original sin 
or moral guilt, and that man collectively 
is evolving slowly upward. The writings 
of some psychiatrists are filled with soul- 
destroying venom, for they are militantly 
opposed to the restraints put upon hu- 
man nature by the Bible and the right- 
ful customs of civilization. Therefore 
their diagnosis cannot touch the heart of 
man’s worst plague, and their remedies 
are just so much weak ointment rubbed 
on the surface. A sense of relief does 
come from pouring out our troubles to 
a sympathetic listener; but if that person 


. 


is not a Christian, knows nothing of 
man’s deepest need —freedom from the 
guilt and power of sin — and cannot point 
to God’s gracious remedies, no lasting 
good can come of it. God has made pro- 
vision for every one of man’s needs, and 
there is an infinitely better way of re- 
lease than talking to a psychiatrist. 
Long ago the Psalmist said: “TAast in 
him at all times; ye people, pour out 
your heart before him: God is a refuge 
for us., Selah” (Psa. 62:8). When the 
redeemed pour out their hearts before 
God, they are talking to a loving 
Heavenly Father, who has all wisdom 
and power, who sees into the very depths 
of their hearts, who can forgive sin and 
cleanse from all unrighteousness, and 
who can restore the soul. Instead of 
talking aimlessly to our friends, or 
spending time and money with unbe- 
lieving psychiatrists, how much better 
it is to heed the gracious words of the 
Lord Jesus, “Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest” (Matt. 11:28). We like 
to quote Peter’s word, “Casting all your 
care upon him; for he careth for you” 
(1 Pet. 5:7). Are we really taking time 
to do it, in detail, in our daily, private 
prayer? 


An Edictof Caesar Augustus 


A Christmas meditation by Jean Samuel Javet 
Translated by Ernest Gordon 


{4 A ND it came to pass that in those 


days, that there went out a de- 

cree from Cesar Augustus, that 
all the world should be taxed.” Doubt- 
less Cesar Augustus wished to know 
the precise number of his subjects in 
order to estimate exactly the amount 
of taxes collectible and the number of 
recruits he could secure for his armies, 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“And I will take you to me for 
a people, and I will be to you a 
God: and ye shall know that I am 
the Lord your God”. (Exod. 6:7). 
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But the plan was probably inspired by 
personal and intimate preoccupations — 
to know as far as possible the extent 
of the immense populations over which 
his authority extended so that his im- 
perial prestige might be heightened and 
his pride as ruler secretly flattered. 
The decree naturally applied to Pales- 
tine, then under Roman occupation. Ac- 
cording to the custom of the time the 
people went to their birthplaces to be 
registered. It was so with Joseph, and 
with Mary (then on the point of mother- 
hood), who went to Bethlehem where, 
as a consequence, Jesus was born. So 
was the prophecy of Micah predicting 
the Saviour’s birthplace fulfilled, the re- 


‘sult of an imperial decree. 
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Certainly the Emperor Cesar Augus- 
tus, in his palace of marble overlook- 
ing the Tiber, did not expect any such 
consequence. He dreamed only of his 
own greatness. But this vast adminis- 
trative measure, which set in motion the 
whole known world, had as its single 
designed consequence the birth of the 
Saviour at a determined place. 

The run of men at the time under- 
stood nothing of this. They were irri- 
tated by this stupid measure and criti- 
cized the government for making them 
leave their homes and their occupations 
to become, as it were, refugees along 
the highways. And that in midwinter! 
Others, a small fraction, were pleased 
— tax-collectors thinking of the big rev- 
enues to come; recruiting sergeants with 
the battalions of tomorrow in mind, 
They did not understand that the point 
of t whole affair was that a little 
child should bé born in Bethlehem. But 
we know it and we say with Isaiah, “This 
also cometh forth from the Lord of hosts, 
which is wonderful in counsel, and ex- 
cellent in working” (Isa, 28:29). The 
decree of the pagan emperor was the 
human introduction to divine history. 

And today our Czesar Augustuses are 
ever ready to issue edicts, decrees, or- 
ders of state. How many we have expe- 
rienced, decrees for mobilization, food 
rationing, and the rest! The powerful 
of the world issue them— Hitler in his 
brown chalet, Roosevelt in his White 
House, Stalin in his Kremlin. Their de- 
cisions shake the world. They decree 
their charters and pacts and the multi- 
tude, who understand little of high poli- 
tics, begin to move. 

Here is the good news that these days 
before Christmas bring us. God has not 
changed. Still “all are thy servants” 
(Psa, 119:91). het average citizens often 
have the impression that we are aban- 
doned to the will of men. We feel that 
the mighty of this world use us as mere 
pawns in their chess games. This im- 
pression is indeed not false. Men do 
play with us as Cesar Augustus played 
with Joseph and Mary and with his mil- 
lions of subjects. 

Men make their history, which is 
tragic and deceptive, but God also makes 
history. The history He makes, which 
He ever pursues victoriously across the 
decisions of men, aithough invisibly, is 
ever the same marvelous history of 
which Christmas marked the decisive 
beginning, the history of our salvation. 
The world is for us an inexplicable 
enigma. So be it! But there is no 
testing however hard, no circumstance 
showever insignificant, which does not 
conceal in itself the merciful purpose 
of God. ; 

God has shown us in the days of 
Ceesar Augustus who, in reality, is the 
great Master of human destinies. He has 
demonstrated the same thing throughout 
the Bible. On Good Ftiday this demon- 
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Notes on Open Letters 


The Patriarchs’ Ages 


In the past years, you surely have 
had something in your paper about 
the Casey that years did not mean 
years in the Old Testament, but I can- 
not recall just how your writers met 
this fallacy. A few weeks ago, while 
teaching our women’s Bibie class, I 
could not remember what the explana- 
tion was for the seeming discrepanc 
when the Bible tells us that Tera 
lived seventy years and begat Abra- 
ham; that Terah was 205 years old 
when he died; that Abraham was 75 
years old when he left Haran (which 
would make Terah’s age then 70 plus 
75 years, or 145 years, whereas the Bible 
tells us that Terah died before his 
son went on to Canaan). I said it was 
my ignorance and not the Bible’s in- 
accuracy that showed up, and it was 
not important, though for some rea- 
son God has given us those ages. Some- 
one said that of course we knew that 
a year then was not the same as a 
year now. 


I warned the women in my class that 
if we permit ourselves to doubt that 
God gave us the Scripture in the words 
and statements He wishes us to have, 
we at once destroy its authority over 
our lives, as we can pick and choose 
what parts we will consider God-given. 
—A Pennsylvania reader. ; 
This question was submitted to Dr. 

Oswald T, Allis, formerly on the faculty 
of Princeton Seminary and later Profes- 
sor in the Old Testament Department, 
Westminster Theological Seminary. His 
reply is as follows: 

In dealing with the difficult passages 
in the Bible we need to bear constantly 
in mind that “the infallible rule of inter- 
pretation of Scripture is the Scripture 
itself.” This means that we must try 
to find out all that the Bible has to say 
on any subject which causes us diffi- 
culty, for we can only see facts in their 
true perspective when we have all the 
facts before us. It also means that wé 
must study the various ways in which 
these facts are presented in the Bible, 
in order to arrive at the true meaning 
of individual passages, The words, “And 
Terah lived seventy years, and begat 
Abram, Nahor, and Haran” (Gen. 11:26), 
suggest at first sight that, at the age of 
seventy, Terah became the father of 
three sons. This might mean that his 
wife gave birth to triplets or that he 
had two or three wives. Is this’ the cor- 
rect meaning? We do not think so. 

Let us turn to Exodus 2:1, 2: “And 
there went a man of the house of Levi, 
and took to wife a daughter cz Levi. 
And the woman conceived, and bare a 
son.”* The son was Moses; and the natu- 
ral meaning would seem to be that Moses 
was the first child born to his parents 
and that the interval covered by these 
verses may have been less than a year. 
But verse 7 speaks of the baby’s sister, 
who was perhaps ten years old; 4:14 
mentions a brother named Aaron; and 
7:7 tells us that Aaron was three years 
Moses’ senior. This shows us that Ex- 
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odus 2:1ff., covers a period of a decade 
or more in three brief statements. The 
reason for this brevity is obvious. The 
writer is describing the birth of Moses. 
So at first he completely ignores Miriam 
and Aaron; and he does not mention 
either one until the course of the story 
requires it. 

Similarly, to take a modern instance, 
a writer might say that Samuel Wesley 
married Susanna Annesley and they 
were the parents of the celebrated hymn 
writer Charles Wesley. Such a sum- 
mary statement would ignore the fact 
that Charles was the eighteenth child 
of this uni6n, and that the fifteenth was 
the even more celebrated John, who has 
been rightly called “the father of Meth- 
ocism.” A writer on Methodism might 
ignore Charles, a writer on hymnody 
might ignore John, and bath writers 
might deem it unnecessary to mention 
that there were nineteen children in all, 
eight of whom died in infancy. 

How does this apply to Genesis 11:26 
and Terah? If Terah was seventy when 
Abram was born and if he died when 
Abram was seventy-five (12:4, cf. Acts 
7:4), Terah’ died at the age of one hun- 
dred and forty-five. But 11:32 states 
definitely that Terah died at the age of 
two hundred and five. Let us state the 
problem another way. If Abram left 
Haran at the age of seventy-five, after 
his father was dead, and if his father 
died at the age of two hundred and five, 
then Abram was born when his father 
was one hundred and thirty years old. 
Is this possible? Can it be reconciled 
with the figure seventy givén in 11:26? 
Yes, provided we interpret that verse in 
the following way: (1) that “begat” 
means that at the age of seventy Terah 
became a father through the birth of 
the first of three sons; (2) that an in- 
terval of sixty years intervened between 
the birth of the first (perhaps Haran, 
who died in Ur, 11:28) and the birth of 
Abram; and (3) that Abram is men- 
tioned first, not as being the oldest, but 
because he was the most important of 
the three. This interpretation is an old 
one. It was adopted by Ussher nearly 
three hundred years ago in his Chron- 
ology. It seems to be the best solution 
of the difficulty. 

This explanation, if correct, as we be- 
lieve it to be, illustrates the important 
fact, which is often overlooked, that the 
Bible contains some statements which 
are very brief and summary and others 
which are detailed and precise, and that 
the former must be interpreted in the 
light of those which speak more fully, 
Thus, Matthew 1:1 refers to Jesus Christ 
as the “son of David, the son of Abra- 
ham.” This is a summary. statement. It 
is perfectly true when rightly under- 
stood. Verses 2-17 show that the word 
“son” in verse 1 is used in the sense of 
remote descendant. Verses 18-25 explain 
further that “son” is not used in the 


(Continued on page 1118) 
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VI. The Growth of the Worship of Power 


Preparing the world for the final, stupendous struggle 
described in Revelation 


terrible power has come into the 

world, that is, the power derived 
from the splitting of the nuclei of atoms, 
especially the atoms of uranium, U235, 
It is estimated that one pound of radio- 
active uranium, if converted into energy, 
could produce enough electric current 
to illuminate all the houses of New Eng- 
land for a period of ten hours. One 
pound of this same material, however, 
exploded by the process of nuclear fis- 
sion, which predominates in the atomic 
bomb, has a power as great as the ex- 
plosive power of twenty million pounds 
of TNT. 

Within the last year a new source of 
power has been tapped within the atom 
which may have enormous implications, 
William L, Laurence, in the New York 
Times for December 7, 1947, discussed 
the new development in the matter of 
nuclear physics, and said in part: “In 
a lecture in New York Prof. John A. 
Wheeler of Princeton University reported 
that further evidence had been obtained 
at the University of Manchester, Eng- 
land, of the existence of a particle of a 
mass 900 times that of the electron. This, 
along with other evidence, suggests more 
and more, he said, that all the heavier 
particles, such as protons and neutrons, 
are in turn built up, in some way we 
do not now understand, out of posi- 
tive and negative electrons. ‘Evidently,’ 
he commented, ‘the scheme of things is 
much more complicated or much simpler 
than we at first conceived.’ Simple ar- 
guments about the energy released in 
the jumps of negative mesons from one 
of these orbits to another lead one to 
expect, he pointed out, that these par- 
ticles will initiate a special type of fis- 

_sion in uranium or heavier nuclei. The- 
oretical evidence leads one to believe, 
he added, that in such a reaction the 
energy release will be 300,000,000 elec- 
tron volts. This is equivalent to 30,000 
tons of TNT per kilogram of. uranium 
or plutonium, as compared with an 
equivalent of 20,000 tons of TNT per 
kilogram released by the fission process 
utilized in the atomic bomb.” 


Man’s Unrelenting Pursuit 

Man seems to be engaged in an unre- 
lenting pursuit for new sources of power 
in this power-dominated age, and what 
physicists will discover for us, and bring 
to light in their laboratories no man to- 
day would dare guess. The search for 
ways in which solar energy might be 
used has been the chief object of a num- 
ber of engineers and scientists for some 
years. 


I: THE last ten years, a new and 


This is the sixth article in Dr. Smith’s 
series on Bible prophecy and pres- 
ent-day events. It continues his dis- 
cussion of “The Struggle for World 
Power,” begun last week. 








There is one form of power to be 
manifested at the end of this age with 
frightful destructiveness, which of course 
is not discussed in any book of physics, 
and that is demonic or satanic power. 
When to the powers we have here briefly 
reviewed there is added the power of 
mulitudes of these evil spirit beings, en- 
ergized by Satan, then one begins to 
see something of the awfulness of the 
power which will be released on this 
earth for destructive purposes before the 
Almighty Himself destroys these agen- 
cies and establishes His’ Kingdom of 
righteousness, 


The Modern Worship of Power 


Just at the time when man was de- 
veloping these enormous previously un- 
recognized sources of power, there came 
to fruition in European thought the 
frightful, diabolical concept of the wor- 
ship of power. 

We shall begin our brief survey with 
Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679), who has 
been described as “the first Englishman 
to present a system of political philos- 
ophy that can stand among the great 
systems of history. His work placed him 
at once in the.front rank of political 
thinkers, and his theory became from 
the moment of its appearance the center 
of animated controversy and enormous 
influence throughout Western Europe.” 
Hobbes published his “De Cive” in 1647, 
and his far more famous “Leviathan” 
in 1651. The central theme of Hobbes’ 
whole concept of political economy was 


. that the will of the state was the source 


and criterion of all right. Human ac- 
tions, he says, have for their basis, “a 
perpetual and restless desire of power 
after power, that ceaseth only in death.” 
His theory worked out into the famous 
phrase, “Bellum omnium contra omnes,” 
that is, “a war of all against all,” a the- 
ory, which everyone admits, “is founded 
on the notion that man is purely egoistic 
in his emotions, that there exists no dis- 
tinction of right, and wrong, and that the 
impulses which move men are the pas- 
sions which are born in them, and that 
there is no standard by which any of 
these passions may be judged morally 
different from any other.” Ultimately 
Hobbes’ whole theory of the state makes 
a perfect preparation for the concepts 
of Antichrist (which we will discuss in 
another article); for Hobbes insisted on 


. 
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an absolute obedience to the sovereign, 
no matter what the sovereign com- 
‘manded, setting politics above religion 
and morals, 


The economist whose writings are now 
exercising a greater influence in the 
world than the writings of any other 
one man in history, with the exception 
of those who composed our New Testa- 
ment, was Karl Marx (1818-1883), revo- 
lutionist, atheist,; hater of Christianity, 
out of whose thought and political struc- 
tures the whole system of Soviet Com- 
munism was born. “Religion,” says 
Marx, “is the sigh of the oppressed crea- 
ture, the feelings of a heartless world, 
just as it is the spirit of unspiritual con- 
ditions. It is the opium of the people. 
The people cannot be really happy until 
it has been deprived of illusory hap- 
piness by the abolition of religion. It is 
the mission of history, after the other- 
worldly truth has disappeared, to estab- 
lish the truth of this world. The criti- 
cism of heaven is trahsformed into a 
criticism of earth, the criticism of re- 
ligion into a criticism of law, the criti- 
cism of theology into a criticism of pol- 
itics.” Marx made economics the motive 
force of history, and reduced ll 
of life to a strictly materialistic basis. 
Natural forces and human forces, that 
is, labor plus power, must contribute to 
bring about a world revolution, and 
until this world revolution is effective 
throughout the world, no one part of the 
world can be called wholly free or safe 
from capitalism or imperialism, accord- 
ing to Marx. The things that exclusively 
counted for Marx and his disciples were 
bread, clothes, the satisfactions of mate- 
rial things, the destruction of capitalism 
and imperialism, the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, and to bring all this about, 
the accumulation of force which could 
successfully work a revolution where a 
revolution was needed. The fact of God, 
the work of Christ, the reality of an 
inner soul, life after death, Heaven, were 
all thrown into the discard. 


The Influence of Evolution 


The third strong influence in European 
thought exalting the idea of-power was, 
of course, Charles Darwin (1809-1882), 
with his “Origin of Species,” published in 
1859, which the late Professor Benjamin 


’ Kidd calls “by far the most important 


event in the history of the modern west.” 
In his once much-discussed work, “The 
Science of Power,” Professor Kidd says: 
“Within half a century the ‘Origin of 
Species’ had become the bible of- the 
doctrine of the omnipotence of force. 
The hold which the theories of the 
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‘Origin of Species’ obtained on the popu- 
lar mind in the West is one of the most 
remarkable incidents in the history of 
human thought. The first effect of this 
presentation of the existing world as the 
result of selection through struggle and 
merciless war was immediate... Every- 
where throughout civilization an almost 
inconceivable influence was given to the 
doctrine of force as the basis of legal 
authority . . . the doctrine of the effi- 
cient Darwinian animal became em- 
bodied in the world policy of modern 
Germany.” , : 


Nietzsche’s Influence 


The fourth powerful force in Euro- 
pean thought in relation to this lust for 
power was a blasphemous, yet original 
thinker of the nineteenth century, F. W. 
Nietzsche (1844-1900). He said that 
Christianity was “the one great curse, 
the one enormous and innermost perver- 
sion, the one great instinct for revenge, for 
which no means are too venomous, too 
underhand, too underground, and too 
petty .. . the one immoral blemish of 
mankind.” He declared that the real 
worth of any one life is measured by 
the amount of power this life could ex- 
ercise. Nietzsche divides the forces of 
power into five gromps — physical force, 
vital energy, mental or spiritual energy, 
social or political mastery and authority, 
and supernatural agencies, the reality of 
the last of which he denied. “I value 
man,” said Nietzsche, “by the amount of 
power and fullness of his will ... I 
value the power of a will by how much 
resistance, pain, torture it endures and 
can turn to its advantage.” Nietzsche 
went so far as to say that “exploita- 
tion belongs to the essence of the liv- 
ing ... to a consequence of the inherent 
will to power.” Nietzsche’s famous book, 
“The Will to Power,” probably had more 
influence over the political thinking of 
Germany in the later nineteenth cen- 
tury than any work written since the 
time of Hegel. It should be remem- 
bered that it was Nietzsche who wrote 
the famous, diabolical work, “The Anti- 
christ,” for all of his thinking would 
lead him straight to the worship of that 
kind of a being. “The ego subjugates 
and kills; it works like an organic cell: 
it robs and does violence. It wants to 
regenerate itself: — pregnancy. It wants 
to give birth to its god, and to see all 
mankind at his feet.” 

With this background, Germany, su- 
premely of the nations of the Western 
world, proceeded toward the end of the 
nineteenth century to incarnate this 
worship of power, first in its develop- 
ment of Prussianism, and then in its 
determination to subject all of Europe 
to its sway, and ultimately, in the crazy 
mind of Hitler and his disciples, to rule 
the world. For this program mahy 
words were created, which fanned the 
fires already lit in the hearts of many 
through their philosophical, military, 
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and economic studies, and their previous 
abandonment of God, such as Deutsch- 
land Lebensraum, Welt Politik, and 
Weltgeist, and others. A group of men 
now arose in Germany who counted it 
their mission to prepare that great nation 
for its manifest destiny in being the in- 
carnation of power for modern times, 
One was Heinrich von Treitschke, Pro- 
fessor of History at the University of 
Berlin, who said, “The sin of weakness 
in politics is the sin against the Holy 
Ghost.” 

Among others whom we cannot stop 
to discuss here, were Bismarck, Bern- 


“hardi (1849-1930), and, supremely, Pro- 


fessor General Karl Haushofer (1869- 
1946), exponent of geopolitics, whose 
forty volumes and four hundred essays 
and reviews proposed theories which can 
be summed up, as another has said, as 
“an apology for international theft pre- 
pared in advance of the event.” 

What this lust for power could do, com- 
bined with an abandonment of faith in 
God, has been revealed in a mass of in- 
controvertible testimony in the trials at 
Nuremberg, revealing depths of un- 
speakable inhumanity such as the world 
has never before seen. When one then 
opens the Book of the Revelation, and 
sees the accumulation of terms for power 
and authority, which will be concen- 
trated in demon-possessed individuals, 
under the immediate direction of Satan, 
he can be grateful that he knows One 
more powerful than all these, who will 
some day subdue all of His enemies, and 
has promised to deliver all who believe 
in Him from the wrath to come. 


The Struggle for World Power 


We have come to the hour in history 
when for the first time there is being 
unfolded before us a struggle for the 
mastery of the world, in which only 
world powers count. The great areas of 
the world have been bound together in 
one world, though not in one govern- 
ment, by our marveiously efficient means 
of intercommunication, on water, on 
land, and in the air, and are now bound 
together in a great organization, 
headquarters of which are being built 
on our own shores, on Long Island. It 
is recognized by all of our leading stu- 
dents of political science that interna- 
tional relations ultimately depend, and 
must depend upon force. As Professor 
Schuman has frankly said: “Power is 
sought in domestic politics as a means 
toward other ends, power is sought as 
an end in itself in international poli- 
tics. Power means ability to impose 
one’s will on others, capacity to dictate 
to those who are without power or who 
possess less power, . , , That the assump- 
tion of violence lies behind all diplomacy 
is a truism which would be too obvious 
to dwell upon, were is not so frequently 
forgotten, often with disastrous results, 
in piping times of peace. .. . Each state 
must rely upon its own strength. The 


the - 
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struggle for power tends to involve co- 
ercion or threats of coercion, for states 
take what they can and keep what they 
take, .. . In summary, military violence 
is theultimate weapon of state power. 
So long as this is true, state power is 
necessarily directed toward increasing 
its opportunities for the effective exer- 
cise of military violence. Power depends 
upon armaments. Armaments depend 
upon population, economic resources 
and technology.” Two decades ago, the 
great Italian historian, Ferrero, clearly 
saw that “the forces which govern the 
world today are so tremendous that our 
desire for happiness is quite powerless 
to stop or guide them.” 


At the present time it is acknowledged, 
I think, that there are just two great 
world powers— there were six up to a 
decade ago, Germany, France, Great 
Britain, Russia, Japan, and the United 
States—and there could be more than 
two, with a reshuffling of circumstances 
and conditions. But that there is a 
struggle for supreme power in the world 
all agree. Of course, we ourselves are 
not looking for world mastery; we do not 
want it, for we have everything that the 
human heart could desire; but we are 
inevitably involved in this struggle be- 
cause another great nation does want 
world mastery, and if they get it, it 
would be the end of our freedom. The 
identification of any state as a world 
power, I think, is less than a century 
old. As early as 1901, one of our most 
distinguished political writers was insist- 
ing, and truthfully, that the United 
States did not care to be called a world 
power. It is not my purpose here to 
make any predictions as to the outcome 
of this struggle. I would only repeat 
what was said at the beginning of this 
axticle— that the Book of the Revela- 
tion reveals a condition at the end of 
this age in which vast, unheard of 
powers are engaged in a titanic struggle 
on this earth, and will ultimately unite 
in an attempt to defeat the Son of God 
Himself. As a famous scholar of Great 
Britain said now sixty years ago, in 
commenting upon the Book of Ezekiel: 
“The powers of the world muster their 
forces for one stupendous effort to de- 
stroy the Kingdom of God.” Little was 
he able to conceive in that blissful day, 
which many thought was the verge of an 
imminent millennium, of what awful 
powers would, within sixty years, be re- 
leased upon this earth. Let us look long 
and hard at that dread-filled clause re- 
ferring to the beast out of the sea, “There 
was given to him authority over every 
tribe and people and tongue and nation” 
(Rev. 13:7, R.V.). 


The Final Destruction 
of These World Powers 

What the second chap‘er of the Book 
of Daniel predicts ,in a few, concise 
phrases, that the end of the world rule 
of the Gentiles will be brought about 
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by the smashing of the fourth world 
kingdom, and the setting up of the ever- 
lasting Kingdom of God; and what the 
seventh chapter of that same Book simi- 
larly predicts, that the fourth beast with 
the ten horns, representing ten kings, 
and the little horn, the great enemy of 
God, will be broken to pieces, and their 
wicked reign followed by the righteous 
and eternal reign of the Son of man, is 
unfolded in the Book of the Revelation 
with great detail. The smashing of the 
image of Daniel 2, the @estruction of the 
fourth peast of Daniel 7 both refer, I 
believe, to the great battle of Armaged- 
don, which is described with such de- 
tail in the nineteenth chapter of Reve- 
lation. Just before the Lord’ Jesus 
descends from Heaven, a great multitude 
in Glory were heard to sing, “Hallelujah; 
Salvation, and glory, and power, belong 
to our God.” With this Heaven opened, 
and there was seen descending a white 
horse, “and he that sat thereon called 
Faithful and True .,. his eyes are as 
a flame of fire ... arrayed in a garment 
sprinkled with blood . . . his name is 
called The Word of God .., and out of 
his mouth proceedeth a sharp sword, that 
with it he should smite the nations: and 
he shall rule them with a rod of iron. 
..- And he hath on his garment and 
on his thigh a name written, KING 
OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS” 
(vs, 11-16). At this hour the beast and 
the kings of the earth, and their armies 
“gathered together to make war against 
him that sat upon the horse, and against 
his army.” Here the world powers 
gather for one great attempt to dethrone 
the powers which they have hated and 
blasphemed. As one looks over the 
chapter he sees it filled with terms de- 
picting such a bloody conflict — white 
horses, mighty men, kings, captains, 
armies, swords, kings of the earth, the 
King of kings, to make war, and to rule 
~—- and the end of it is, of course, a quick, 
overwhelming, final victory for Him who 
was Called at the beginning of the Book 
the Almighty; so that even now we can 
shout, as all angels and saints of God 
will then shout, Hallelujah, for the Lord 
our God, the omnipotent, reigneth! As 
we see powers of the world preparing 
for their own final struggle, which will 
be followed by the concentration of all 
the power of the kings of the earth, 
cirected against the Lamb, we can re- 
jcice in this: the Book which we have 
learned to trust, whose Christ we have 
come to know as a Saviour, whose proph- 
ecies by the score have been fulfilled 
in the past, is the Book that brings us 
the assurance and conviction that vic- 
tory is with our God, and that we shall 
reign with Him in certain triumph for- 
ever and ever. 

Our study, it wouid seem, throws a 
great deal of light on the importance of 
the word power in our Lord’s announce- 
ments concerning His second advent; for 
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example, in the Olivet discourse, “They 
shall see the Son of man coming on the 
clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory,” as well as the words Jesus 
uttered to Pontius Pilate, “Henceforth 
ye shall see the Son of man sitting at 
the right hand of Power, and coming on 
the clouds of heaven” (Matt, 24:30; 26: 
64, and parallels). 
(To be continued) 
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An Edict of Caesar Augustus 
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stration took its clearest aspect. At the 
moment when human hate and cowardice 
banded together to decree that the Son 
of God was worthy of death, this great 
masterpiece of misguided human will 
became in reality the great triumph of 
the love of God. 'We can say what 
Joseph said to his murderous brothers, 
“Ye thought evil against me; but God 
meant it unto good ... to save much 
people” (Gen, 50:20), 

“Oh that thou wouldest rend the 
heavens, that thou wouldest come down” 
(Isa. 64:1). Christmas was the day in 
which this prayer was answered. 

The Heaven has been rent. The in- 
effable and luminous home of God has 
been breached. The door of the palace 
of joy has opened; a ray of light and a 
few bars of music have fallen upon the 
sidewalk and on passers-by. A beam 
of light from the royal feast, an echo 
of festive joy, have come down through 
the night. The twinkle of the mysterious 
star of Christmas, the song of the multi- 
tude of the celestial army and the glory 
of the Lord which shone around the 
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shepherds, were signs, projected on 
earth, of the rending of the heavens — 
windows of the kingdom of light and 
peace opened and quickly closed again. 

God has descended to earth. This de- 
scent is not a short condescending one, 
as of a king who goes hurriedly down a 
mine, shakes (very cordially) the hands 
of miners, and then returns as hurriedly 
to the realm above of light and flowers 
and birds. No, God has not descended 
to earth as a general descends to the 
army mess to taste the men’s soup and 
then passes quickly to the officers’ quar- 
ters. Jesus was no merely occasional 
visitor. The descent to earth, which be- 
gan on Christmas night, lasted all His 
life. He not only lived with us, kept 
us company for thirty years, He lived 
the full life of man’s experiences with 
us and as one of us, in our sufferings 
and in our joys. He knew the clear 
mornings of Galilee, wher the flowers 
of the field spoke of the goodness of 
Providence, and He knew the heat of the 
dry desert winds when body and soul 
cry for mercy. He knew our anguish 
and in face of death groaned and wept. 
Thus did He fulfill the old prophetic 
words, “In all their afflictions he was 
afflicted, and the angel of his presence 
saved them” (Isa, 63:9). 

So when God came to earth, the rent 
heaven quivered with joy before the 
great miracle of love, and angels sang 
the most beautiful hymn that earth has 
ever heard, “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward 
men.” 





Translated (abridged) from L’Edit de César 
Auguste. by Jean Samuel Javet. Editions ‘Je 
Sers,” "Paris. M. Javet is a Swiss pastor 
preaching in Paris. 


Opportunities in Opportunity 
When a Sunday school was started in a churchless community 


PPORTUNITY, Montana, is the name 
of a real place. It is about eight 
miles frgm the city of Anaconda, Mon- 
tana. It is a rural community with 
homes or farms ranging in size from one 
to ten acres each, It is truly an “Oppor- 
tunity” in many ways. One of its great 
opportunities is that of going to Sunday 
school. The credit for the Sunday school 
goes to a very thoughtful minister, who 
put his thoughts into action. He is the 
Rev. Earl Sherman, former pastor of the 
Grace Baptist Church of Anaconda. He 
had the idea that there should be enough 
interested people in a community the 
size of Opportunity to make a good-sized 
Sunday school. 

To put his idea into action, Mr. Sher- 
man called a meeting of the members 
of the Bible School Council. He told 
them of his plan to start a Sunday school 
in Opportunity. They all thought it was 
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an excellent idea. First they made a 
house-to-house survey in Opportunity to 
find how many of the people were in- 
terested. This gave a very good idea of 


. the size of a Sunday school to expect. 


The next step was to find a building to 
hold the Sunday school. Thére is a com- 
munity hall in Opportunity owned by 
the Community Club, whose object is 
community improvement, The officers of 
the club were visited and a request was 
presented for the use of the hall. They, 
too, were glad to learn of the possibil- 
ity of a Sunday school in the community 
and the request was granted. 

With all arrangements completed, a 
letter was sent to each family living in 
Opportunity inviting them to the Sun- 
day school. The date of the first Sun- 
day and the time were set and madé 
known. It was an exciting day for most 
of the children, as very few had ever 
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attended a Sunday school, It was the 
talk of the youngsters in every neigh- 
borhood. 

The first session was held on May 13, 
1945, with an attendance of sixty-five. 
The roll call rose in less than two years 
to eighty-six. 

Besides the funds needed for the up- 
keep of the Sunday school, offerings were 
sufficient to send money for foreign mis- 
sions. Now, missionary work right in 
the community is undertaken through 
the use of a bus to bring to the Sunday 
school others who live too far away to 
walk. When the bus is bought and is ing 
use, it will increase the attendance. 
Much progress has been made under the 
ministry of the Rev. Willard Anderson, 
now in charge of the Opportunity Sun- 
day school as well as his own church in 
Anaconda, 


ANACONDA, MONT, 
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The Patriarchs’ Ages 
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ordinary sense to describe physical de- 
scent, but means legal or adopted son, 
since Jesus was “conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the virgin Mary.” It is 
not until we have read the chapter to 
the end that we gain a correct under- 
standing of the meaning of verse 1. 
Similarly Romans 13:9 might be under- 
stood to mean that philanthropy, love 
to one’s neighbor, is the sum of all that 
God requires of man. Yet we have only 
to turn to Exodus 20 as interpreted in 
Matihew 22:36-40 to understand that 
Paul, is here speaking not of “the first 
and great commandment,” but only of 
the second which “is like unto it.” Love 
to our neighbor is important; love to 
God comes first. No one realized this 
more clearly or taught it more earnestly 
than Paul, 

One of the greatest rewards of ear- 
nest, careful study of the Bible is that 
as we interpret Scripture in the light of 
Scripture under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, the beautiful and wonderful 
unity and harmony of the Bible is made 
increasingly plain to us. 


Finding Victory Over Drink 
at Hebron Colony 


MINISTER on the West Coast was 

gripped by the drink habit. Nearly 
two years ago he had clipped from THE 
SunpDAy ScHooL TIMES a note about the 
Hebron Colony of Mercy near Shulls 
Mills, N. C., and had kept it in his wal- 
let. This last fall, in desperation, he flew 
the fifteen hundred miles to the Colony. 
He was restored to fellowship with the 
Lord, has returned to the coast, and has 
just recently written a letter expressing 
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Coming in the Times 


The Prize Contest Articles 


Four months ago the Tres offered to pay a first prize of $25 for the 
best article on each of six subjects relating to Sunday school work. A large 
number wére submitted, and the first prizes have been awarded as follows: 


“How We Increased and Held Attendance” 
Mrs. J. W. Case, Portland, Oregy 
“What We Do About Absentees” — 
Mrs. Emmai Williams, Lake, Miss. 
“How We Evangelizé Every Member of Our Sunday School” 
Miss Rachel Stevens, Pacific Palisades, Calif. 

“How We Create an Active Personal Interest in Evangelical Missions” 
Mrs. Gretta M. Van Duker, Klamath Falls, Oreg. 
“Programs for Missionary Sunday” 

Robert H. Rensch, Upper Darby, Pa. 


“Special Class Projects and Activities” 
Robert H. Rensch, Upper Darby, Pa. 


Besides the prize articles, the Tmmes has accepted seventeen others 
on these topics, written by active, successful Sunday school workers. 


The Name of Jesus Christ 


The Rev. T. Stanley Soltau, D.D., former missionary to Korea and now 
pastor of the First Evangelical Church, Memphis, Tenn., has written a 
number of series for THe Sunpay ScHoot Times which have been enthusi- 
astically received by redders. The Trmes now has a series of eight by 
Dr. Soltau, of which the first has just appeared in the Christmas Number, 
as it contained an appropriate message for the Christmas season. In the 
other seven articles, to be published after the first of the year, Dr. Soltau 
will present an interesting and instructive Scriptural study of the impor- 
tance of the name,of Jesus Christ under the following headings: 

His Name — Immanuel A Badge of Courage 

Its Power With God A Sign of His Possession 

Its Authority Among Men A Standard of Conduct 
A Bond of Unity 


A Trio of Vance Havner’s Messages 


The Rev. Vance Havner’s speaking and writing are marked by keen 
observation of men and things, a love of nature, a gentle humor that pene- 
trates pretty deeply into our failings but seldom hurts, an apt use of 
Scripture, and a gift for setting forth truth in epigrammatic sayings that 
one likes to remember. The Times is fortunate to have three new, timely 
articles by Mr. Havner on the following topics: 

Abounding Lawlessness and Abating Love—A warning on the lack of 
discipline and the need for more love. Here is a sample, on the advocates 
of self-expression: “These wiseacres forget that it is the steam repressed 


in the cylinders that drives the locomotive, not the steam expressed in 
the whistle.” 


God’s Cure for Ignorance.—General information is widespread, but the 
ignorance of the things of God is appalling. “The only man who can under- 
stand the times is the man who views them in the light of the Living 
and the Written Word.” 

“Why Cannot I Follow Thee Now?”—A great contrast between the 
early and later discipleship of Peter, showing how graciously the Lord 
dealt with him; a message of conviction, inspiration, and comfort for 
all Christian workers. 

All of these articles (with the possible exception of a few on Sunday 
school work) will be included in an annual subscription to the Times — 
$2.50, single; $2 each in clubs of five or more to separate addresses. A 
22-weeks’ subscription at $1 will secure many of them. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 13. DECEMBER 26. APOCALYPTIC LITERATURE IN THE BIBLE 


Daniel 7; Revelation 1; 4:86, 11; 11:15b; 15:3b, 4; 21; 22; printed text, Revelation 21:1-7; 22:1-5, 17 


Golden Text.—The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall 
reign for ever and ever.— Rev. 11:15 


Kinc James VERSION 


Rev. 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the 
first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there 
was no more sea. 

2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down 
from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. 

3 And TI heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and 
they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, 
and be their God. 

4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 

5 And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all 
things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are 
true and faithful. . 

6 And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst 
of the fountain of the water of life freely. 

7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his 
God, and he shall be my son. 


Chap. 22:1 And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, 
clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of 
the Lamb. 

2 In the midst of the street of it, and on éither side of the 
river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of 
fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the 
tree were ior the healing of the nations. 

3 And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God 
and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: 

4 And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their 
foreheads. 

5 And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, 
neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: 
and they shall reign for ever and ever. 


17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And who- 
soever will, let him take the water of life freely. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
;Approach to the Lesson 


“The Revelation” or “Apocalypse.” 

The original word meahs “unveil- 
ing” or “manifestation.” So the true 
title is “The Unveiling of Jesus Christ.” 
It has to do with the wonders that will 
be manifested at His second advent, 
when He comes in power: and great 
glory to deal in stern judgment with all 
unrighteousness and to establish His 
Kingdom over all the earth. 

The threefold division of this Book is 
given in verse 19 of chapter 1, where 
John was told to “write the things which 
thou hast seen,” that is, the vision of 
the Son of man in the midst of the can- 
dlesticks, which represented seven 
churches or assemblies in Asia,-as de- 
picted in chapter one. Second, “the 
things which are,” that is, conditions 
now prevalent, as set forth in seven let- 
ters to these church (chaps. 2 and 3) in 
which the Lord has given a remarkable 
outline of the great moral and spiritual 
movements in church history from apos- 
tolic days to the end of the church’s 
sojourn here on earth. Third, “the things 
which shall be hereafter,” or iiterally, 
“after these things.” With these identical 
words chapter four begins. This di- 
vision goes on to the end of the book, 
with the exception of a short appendix 
in chapter 22, and gives us conditions 
that will prevail in Heaven and upon 
earth just prior to and after the Lord’s 
return in manifested glory, 

The value of the Book of the Revela- 
tion is very great. As we study it we 
are enabled to understand better certain 


4 T= last Book of the Bible is called 
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trends and movements now in progress 
and so we become intelligent in our 
attitude toward them. Revelation is the 
book of the harvest, even as Genesis is 
the book of beginnings. To ignore this 
Book is to lose a great deal which God 
intended to be for our blessing and en- 
lightenment. 


The Historical Setting 


The Apostle John, who had labored 
for many years in the district known as 
Asia, with his home in Ephesus, was 
banished to the isle of Patmos in the 
7Egean Sea, in the reign of Domitian 
(A.D. 81-96) because of his faithful tes- 
timony. According to Eusebius it was 
in the latter part of this reign’ that John’s 
imprisonment took place, and that this 
Book of the Revelation was written, 


Verse by Verse 


Rev. 21:1.—“I saw a new heaven and a 
new earth.” In the first eight verses of 
this chapter we have presented in vision 
the eternal issues, both for the saved 
and the lost, after time has run its 
course. It would seem that the new 
heaven will be the home in the ages 
to come of all who belong by grace to 
the heavenly election—those of Old 
Testament times and of the present age, 
who will share with Christ in the ever- 
lasting Kingdom. The new earth will 
be the home of those of Israel and the 
nations who have enjoyed the blessed- 
ness of the millennial Kingdom here in 
this scene. To a certain extent this is 
conjectural, but it would seem to be in 
accord with the general tendency of the 
prophetic Word. 


Verse 2.—“The holy city, new Jerusa- 
lem, coming down from God out of 
heaven.” This is the throne city of the 


eternal state and is seen as the connect- 
ing link between the new heaven and 
the new earth. It is the home of the 
bride, the L»mb’s wife, and so appears 
in full bridal beauty and glory. 

Verse 3.—“The tabernacle of God is 
with men, and he will dwell with them.” 
In that glorious consummation of God’s 
ways with His people, the Lord will find 
His joy in dwelling among them and 
receiving their worship and praises, 


Verse 4.—“God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes.” All earth’s griefs 
and sorrows will then be over forever 
and with eyes undimmed by weeping 
the saints shall gaze upon the face’ of 
Him whose love has brought them into 
full and unhindered communion with 
Himself. Death will then be swallowed 
up in victory and all that had to do with 
pain and anguish will be past forever, 

Verse 5.—‘Behold, I make all things 
new.” The new creation will displace 
the old, and in that blessed scene every- 
thing will be according to the mind and 
will of God. All His counsels will have 
been fulfilled. 


Verse 6—“I am Alpha and Omega.” 
Alpha is the first letter in the Greek 
alphabet and Omega is the last. Christ 
is the beginning and the end of God’s 
ways with men. Notice how the Gospel 
invitation comes in here, as though God 
would remind us that it is not yet too 
late to accept the message of life. He 
gives of the fountain of the water of life 
freely to all who will partake of His 
grace, 


Verse 7.—“He that overcometh shall 
inherit all things.”. The overcomer is 
the one who believes God’s message con: 
cerning His Son (1 John 5:5). What- 
ever their conflicts and even defeats at 
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times, all such shall overcome at the last 
through the perseverance of the Holy 
Spirit (Phil. 1:6). These are heirs of 
all things, which God is preparing for 
His redeemed people. Do not fail to 
notice verse 8, though not included in 
the lesson, for it gives the eternal state 
of those who reject the Gospel. It is 
a solemn warning that God would not 
have us ignore. 


Chap. 22:1—“A pure river of water of 
life.’ This is the Holy Spirit's testi- 
mony concerning Christ Jesus and is to 
be the joy and refreshment of our hearts 
in all eternity. 


Verse 2.—“The tree of life” is a beau- 
tiful figure of Christ Himself, the source 
of all life. Barred from the tree of life 
in. Eden because of sin, man has access 
to the tree of life in the heavenly Jeru- 
salem through the redemption wrought 
out on Calvary. The precious fruits of 
this tree give life and health to all who 
partake thereof, 


Verse 3—“There shall be no more 
curse.” That which sin entailed will 
have no place in the New Jerusalem. All 
will be joy and blessing, for God and 
the Lamb will have their throne there 
and all who dwell therein will delight 
to serve in loving obedience, 

Verse 4—“They shall see his face.” 
No clouds will ever arise to dim the 
vision of the saints as they gaze with 
adoring gratitude upon that face, once 
marred more than any man’s, when He 
gave Himself a ransom that we might 
be redeemed from sin’s guilt and power. 
His character will be reflected in His 
people, for “his name shall be in their 
foreheads.” 

Verse 5.—“There shall be no night 
there.” All will be cloudless light. The 
niggt of grief, of ignorance, and of be- 
wilderment will all be past, for the 
Lamb Himself will be the light of that 
city of God, where the saints shall reign 
forever and ever. 


Verse 17.—“The Spirit and the bride 
say, Come.” It is the Holy Spirit in the 
church responding to the Lord’s an- 
nouncement in the previous verse. Every 
expectant heart looks up eagerly and 
cries “Come” to Him who is the “bright 
and morning star.” In the last half of 
the verse we have the last Gospel in- 
vitation of the entire Bible, offering the 
water of life freely to every thirsty soul. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The value of prophecy is that it weans 
the heart away from present things and 
fixes it on things to come, thus enabling 
those who know Christ to live now in 
the light of then. The Book of the Rev- 
elation shows us how the great conflict 
between good and evil will end—in the 
triumph of righteousness and the deliv- 
erance of God’s redeemed people from 
all that has caused pain and sorrow 
down through the ages. When the pres- 
ent creation shall come to an end, the 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
12. December 19.—Good News in the 
Bible (Christmas Lesson). Mat- 
thew 1:18 to 2:12; Mark 1:1-11; 
Luke 2:1-20 


Next Week’s Lesson 


1, January 2.—The World in Which 
Jesus Lived. Matthew 22:15 to 
23:39; Luke 2; 3:1-3; Galatians 4:1-5 








new creation, in which Christ is all 
and in all, shall be fully manifested. 


Lesson Outline 


1. The new heaven and new earth (Rev. 
21:1) 4; 

2. The new Jerusalem (vs, 2-4) 

3. The new creation (vs. 5-7) 

4. The new conditions (chap, 22:1-§) 

5. Last invitation (v. 17) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


In Revelation 21:1-8 we have a pree 
view of the eternal state. From verse 9 
of this chapter to verse 5 of chapter 22 
we have a glorious vision of the New 
Jerusalem in its relation to the millen- 
nial reign of Christ, preceding the bring- 
ing in of the new heaven and the new 
earth. The description is highly sym- 
bolic, but it gives us some understanding 
of the wonders that God has reserved 
for those who love Him. 


The Unsealed Book, Thoughtless peo- 
ple often say that inasmuch as the Reve- 
lation is a sealed book, it is useless to 
try to understand it now. They forget 
that the Lord said, “Seal not the sayings 
of the prophecy of this book: for the 
time is at hand” (chap, 22:10). The 
Book of Daniel was, we are told, to be 
sealed up until “the time of the end” 
(Dan. 12:4). It is otherwise with the 
Apocalypse. This unsealed Book breaks 
the seal on the Book of Daniel, for it is 
the will of God that all His people should 
understand the truth in connection with 
our Lord’s nearing second advent, 








Questions for Teache, and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay 


HY are Daniel and Revelation so 
closely related? 


2. Is the last Book of the Bible a 
revelation of the last things? e 


3. What other Bible writers predict a new 
heaven and a new earth? 


4. What Old Testament character looked 
for the city described in Revelation 21? 


5. How else is this city described in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews? 


6. How would you write the history of 
“the tabernacle of God is with men’? 


7. What things will be “no more” in the 
new Jerusalem? 


/ 
8. What apparent contradiction is there in 
22:3, 5? 


9. What is the significance of 22:4b? 


10. Is 22:17 an invitation to Christ to come, 
or to the sinner to come to Christ? 


(Answers on page 1126) 
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Summaries and Applications 


Revelation is the one book in the Bible 
in which a blessing is promised in the 
first and last chapters on those who hear, 
read, and keep what is ‘written therein 
(chaps. 1:3; 22:7). Let us be sure we 
do not miss the blessing through neglect 
of this important part of the Word of : 
God. 

The water of life is the truth of the 
Gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
which, received in faith, produces life 
eternal (John 4:14). Have we accepted 
the invitation to drink of this fountain 
of blessing? 

Only those who are born again and 
thus made members of the new creation 
will have a place in the New Jerusalem, 
the eternal home of the saints, 

Wavona Lake, Inp. : 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
the help of Thy people in all, ages, and 
our refuge and strength today, we turn 
to Thee in thanks for Thy patient love 
toward us, and for all Thy help and 
blessing through this year. We have not 
loved Thee as we ought, nor served and 
obeyed Thee as we should, yet Thou 
hast continued Thy mercies toward us. 
O Lord, forgive the evil things in our 
lives. Cleanse away the defiling things, 
and give us Thy Holy Spirit that we 
may love and serve Thee with a per- 
fect heart. We thank Thee for the happy 
Christmas season, but most for Him 
whose coming we have celebrated: “O 
come to us, abide with us, our Lord 
Emmanuel.” Give every heart a bless- 
ing from Thy Word today. Show great 
mercy to all afflicted and stricken lives. 
Revive Thy work in Thy church, and 
multiply the number of believers in all 
lands, O Lord. And may the day soon 
come when the kingdoms of this world 
shall be ruled by Jesus Christ. For His 
sake and glory hear our prayers, and 
do for us exceeding abundantly above 
all that we can ask or think. Amen, 


After the Lesson—The last verse of 
our lesson’on this last Sunday of the 
year is in the last chapter of the Bible. 





COME, COME, COME! 


AT THY ALL, 
LORD, I OME 











And three times in that verse we find 
the word “come.” Listen, “And the 


Spirit and the bride say, Come. And 
let him that heareth say, Come. And 
let him that is athirst come. And who- 


soever will, let him take the water of 
life freely.” God is very concerned that 


people come to the Saviour, especially 
thirsty people. That means people thirst- 
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Lesson for December 26 


ing to have their sins forgiven, people 
thirsting to be right with God and to 
live a new and better life. Is there any- 
one here today with that kind of thirst? 
Then these three “come’s” are for you. 

On this last Sunday of the year, how 
can we help but look back sadly on the 
sins and failures of our past? But they 
can all be blotted out if only we will 
come to the Lord Jesus and tell Him 
how we long to be rid of our sins. But 
while we delay coming to Him, the load 
of our sins only grows bigger. 

Over in Africa a heathen boy named 
Oko heard the Gospel one night, and 
then heard the Christians sing, “Come 
to the Saviour, make no delay.” “The 
Hurry-up Hymn of Jesus,” he called it, 
and its message led him to hurry up and 
come to the Saviour then and there. 
Some of us have heard the call to come 
to Christ many times, and we have not 
come yet. Hurry up, lest you leave it 
too late. 

A mother once showed her little girl 
a picture of the Saviour with a baby in 

lis arms. A number of mothers all 
around Him were pushing forward their 
boys and girls to go to Jesus. The girlie 
looked at this, and then said, “Mother, 
I would not have to be pushed. I would 
go without pushing.” Do not wait to be 
pushed by sickness, accident, danger, or 
trouble, but go to the Lord Jesus with- 
out pushing. Is there someone here to- 
day ready to turn to Him? Let us tell 
Him about it now in prayer. 


Vancouver, B. C., Can. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


HE word “apocalypse” means “to 

uncover” or “to unveil.” The apoc- 
alypse of Jesus Christ therefore means 
His unveiling... Too many readers re- 
gard the Book of the Revelation as a 
veiling, instead of an unveiling of the 
future. 


“And I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth” (Rev. 21:1).—In the first Book of 
the Bible we have the creation of the 
first heavens and earth. Here in the 
last Book we have mention of the new 
and last heaven and earth; so the Bible 
is a complete revelation. The Prophet 
Isaiah was the first to mention the crea- 
tion of new heavens and a new earth; 
and to give the assurance that they would 
“remain” (Isa. 65:17; 66:22). 

The Apostle Peter doubtless refers to 
this when he says: “We, according to his 
promise, look for new heavens and a new 
earth” (2 Pet, 3:13). And he assures us 
that righteousness shall dwell therein. 
All rebellion on the part of angelic and 
human beings shall be a thing of the 
past. God’s will shall be done on earth 
as in Heaven. 

A thousand years before Christ the 
Psalmist cried, as many have since, “Oh 
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let the wickedness of the wicked come 
to an end; but establish the just” (Psa. 
7:9). What a perfect answer will the 
new heavens and the new earth be to 
that prayer! 

“And I John saw .the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down from God out 
of heaven” (Rev. 21:2).—For a descrip- 
tion of the walls, gates, foundations, 
street, and its dimensions; read verses 
9 to 27. Suitable residence for the 
Lamb’s glorified bride! 

In Revelation 19:7 the glorious Bride 
is seen before the millennial reign; in 
Revelation 21:9 she is seen during that 
reign; but here in Revelation 21:2 she 
is seen after that tholisand year reign 
and is still described as “a bride adorned 
for her husband.” 

It is permissible to call a married 
woman a “bride” for a year after her 
marriage, but the glorified Church will 
be seen as a “bride” for a thousand 
years—then forever and ever! Think 
of a thousand years of love, blessedness, 
and companionship of the matchless 
Lover of souls, the Lord Jesus Christ! 
Then, if possible, project your thought 
into the eternal state and realize the 

. 
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endlessness of such love! It is still 
possible to become part of that bride, 
by the personal acceptance of the Lord 
Jesus, who is the Bridegroom. 

King Solomon built a palace for his 
bride, which was a very elaborate affair, 
And Nebuchadnezzar constructed the 
hanging gardens of Babylon—one of 
the seven wonders of the world — for his 
bride. They are said to have formed a 
square, with an area of nearly four 
acres, and rose in terraces, supported 
on masonry arches, to a height of sev- 
enty-five feet. They were irrigated from 
a reservoir built at the top. Fountains 
and banqueting rooms were distributed 
throughout the numerous terraces. But 
all the grand things which kings and 
princes have done for their brides are 
not to be mentioned in the same breath 
with the city foursquare which the Lamb 
has prepared for His bride —for it shall 
have the very glory of God to distin- 
guish it. 

“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with 
men, and he will dwell with them” (v. 
3).—When the Israelites were in the 
wilderness, the Lord said to Moses, “Let 
them make me a sanctuary; that I may 
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dwell among them” (Exod. 25:8). The 
Tabernacle was made and set up in the 
wilderness. It finally gave place to tem- 
ples in the Land of Promise. They have 
given place to the Church— “thé habi- 
tation of God through the Spirit” (Eph. 
2:22). During the great tribulation pe- 
riod, Heaven itself seems to be called 
the Tabernacle of God (Rev. 13:6; 15:5). 
The verse under consideration reveals 
the fact that the perfect fulfillment of 
God’s desire to dwell with men shall be 
revealed in the eternal state. 

It is blessed to hear the Lord say to- 
day, “I dwell in the high and holy place, 
with him also that is of a contrite and 
humble spirit” (Isa, 57:15). See also 
John 14:23. 


“I will give unto him that is athirst 
of the fountain of, the water of life 
freely” (Rev. 21:6).—It seems to me that 
chambers of commerce, railroads, eities, 
resorts, and the like, endeavor to gir- 
culate the most beautiful pictures and 
appealing descriptions of places in order 
to create thirst on the part of the public 
to travel to and enjoy those places, 
Surely God’s word-picture of the mar- 
vels of the eternal state should create 
\ thirst and heart-desire on the part of 
sinners to participate in such a scene, 
He stops in the midst of the glowing 
description to assure thirsty ones He will 
give anyone a soul-satisfying draught of 
the fountain of the water of life freely. 
(See also John 4:14; 7:37-39.) 


“He that overcometh shall inherit all 
things” (Rev. 21:7).—He has just given 
one more promise to the thirsty soul, 
here is one more exhortation to the be- 
liever, and verse 8 is another solemn 
warning to the person continuing in his 
sins. The Apostle John informs us how 
to be overcomers. “For whatsoever is 
born of God overcometh the world: and 
this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith. Who is he that 
overcometh the world, but he that be- 
lieveth that Jesus is the Son of God?” 
(1 John 5:4, 5.) 

Maxim Karolik, a refugee musician, 
married wealthy Martha Codman and in- 
herited $25,000,000. 

Great as that is, the overcomer will 
do infinitely better, for he will inherit 
“all things’ —all legitimate things —in 
Heaven and on earth, and have all eter- 
nity in which to enjoy them! 

Wawona, Catir., 


we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, I wonder how much you 
are interested in the Book~-of the 
Revelation—if at all. How much 


thought have you given to the last two 
chapters in the Bible—if at all?, It 
would not be surprising if you had given 
little or no attention to the Apocalypse. 
. Maybe you do not even know what the 
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word means. The dictionary will tell 
you that it comes from two Greek terms, 
apo, meaning “from”’—and kalyptein, 
meaning “to cover’—something un- 
covered, or revealed. And in the case 
of the Apocalypse, it especially refers to 
the future, because that is just what Rev- 
elation, the last Book of the Bible does, 
Now you must be interested because it 
is a wonderful thing to forecast the 
future, Indeed, only the Spirit of God 
can do that. To us mortals the future 
—even the next moment ahead — is like 
a blank wall, shrouded in darkness. True, 
by carefully studying the past and wisely 
judging present conditions we can in 
some instances predict probabilities, but 
probabilities are not certainties. Some- 
times it works, other times it doesn’t. 

As I write this, the radio is announcing 
the World Series, play by play; but I 
had to cut it off in order to concentrate 
on the Apocalypse. In Cleveland the 
fans are all very apocalyptic; they say 
the Series is in the bag for the Indians, 
and they are “uncovering” it before the 
final result is actually seen. Most sport 
lovers agree with them, and I do, too; 
but there’s really no way of telling for 
certain until the last pitch. Configent 
as the fans are, they would give a lot 
to know their prophecies would be ful- 
filled. 

What a wonderful thing in these days 
of uncertainties—some of them really 
terrifying uncertainties — to have a defi- 
nite assurance of exactly what the future 
holds in store for us! That definite as- 
surance can be found only in God’s 
Word, where the Holy Spirit points it 
out to us. Revelation deals with some- 
thing vastly more important than any 
World Series could ever be, for the most 
exciting World Series soon becomes a 
thing of the past, with comparatively 
small significance—if any. Yet a lot 
of fellows go on from year to year look- 
ing for no more important “uncovering” 
than the World Series; or when they 
grow older it is the ups and downs of 
the market, or what the weather will be 
tomorrow.. Revelation deals with eter- 
nity. Have you ever thought of how 
important that “uncovering” will be for 
you? Give it a little time right now; it 
will pay you richly. 

On this last Sunday of the old year, 
we are standing on the brink of 1949, 
No human being can tell what 1949 holds 
in store for the world, or for you — not 
even the first minute of it. We can all 
guess, but guessing is a desperately poor 
foundation upon which to plan a year; 
and it is stupid folly to plan for eternity 
on guesswork. God’s trusting servants 
do not have to guess; He has toid us 
plainly in His Word what shall come to 
pass, and how to meet it. “Blessed is 
he that readeth, and they that hear the 
words of this prophecy, and keep those 
things which are written therein: for the 
time is at hand” (Rev, 1:3), 


Fontana Dam, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


Visions THat GAvE COURAGE 
SSIGN each girl one of the seven 
churthes in Revelation 2 and 3. Ask 
each to be prepared to tell three things 
about her particular church: (1) Some- 
thing for which the Lord praised it, (2) 


‘Something for which He rebuked it, (3) 


The special reward promised to the over- 
comer. 


Our lesson today is the grand climax 
of the Bible. The Book of the Revelation 
is a fascinating Book. And in both the 
beginning and the end a special bless- 
ing is promised to those that read, hear, 
and keep what is written in it (Rev. 
1:3; 22:7). 

The Book of the Revelation is written 
largely in figurative language. It is pur- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Lesson tor December 26 


posely difficult to understand. God has 
a special reason for this. Revelation 1:1 
tells us why the Book was written: to 
reveal the future to the servants of God. 
God does not tell His plans to all. He 
has made the Gospel message so clear 
that anyone can understand and be 
saved. But God reveals His secrets only 
to those who love and serve Him, Three 
times over in chapter 1 it says that Reve- 
lation was written by John. Who was 
John? (“The disciple whom Jesus’ loved,” 
the one who loved to be-close to Him.) 
To what other man did God reveal much 
of His future plans? (To Daniel.) Notice 
that an angel told Daniel twice that 
he was greatly beloved (Dan. 9: 23; 10:11). 
I believe we will understand God’s plans 
better, the more we love and serve Him 
and, of course, study His Word, 

God had a purpose in putting Revela- 
tion last in the Bible. The great climax 
of all things comes when “the kingdoms 
of this world are become the kingdoms 
of our Lord, and of his Christ” (Rev, 
11:15). ‘ 

We need to study the sixty-five Books 
that precede the Revelation in order to 
get the key to the picture-language that 
is employed. For instance, in the won- 
derful description of Christ in chapter 
1, it says, “Out of his mouth proceeded 
a sharp two-edged sword.” This would 
seem very strange if we had never read 
Hebrews 4:12 and discovered that a two- 
edged sword is a picture of the living 
and powerful Word of God, 

History teMs us that different attempts 
were made to kill the Apostle John be- 
cause of His faithful witness for Christ. 
But God miraculously saved his life each 
time so that the Roman Government was 
unable to kill him. Then they banished 
him to the lonely island of Patmos. 
There, John might have thought, “My 
life here is of no use at all. Why did 
God allow my enemies to exile me to 
such a place?” But God kept His faith- 
ful servant from discouragement. John 
knew that the Roman Government was 
trying to stamp out the very_name of 
Jesus Christ. God gave him visions of 
the judgments which are coming upon 
the rejectors of Christ. And He also 
gave him visions of the Lord Jesus and 
of His future triumph. What an en- 
couragement that must have been! How 
John would rejoice to see that the Lord 
he loved so dearly, the Lord whom he 
had seen mocked and spit upon and cru- 
cified, was going to come forth in glory 
and reign over all the earth, 

I believe Revelation 1:19 gives the key 
to the Book. John wrote what he had 
seen in chapter 1; the things which are 
(the church age), in chapters 2 and 3; 
and the things which shall be hereafter, 
in the remainder of the Book. There 
is a difference of interpretation among 
Christians as to some details of this 
prophecy. Perhaps the Lord has allowed 
this so that we might each go direct to 
Him and ask that His Holy Spirit teach 
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us, instead of just accepting what others 
say. 

However, all Christians are agreed that 
the messages to the seven churches are 
part of what we should read, hear, and 
obey if we are to get the blessing prom- 
ised in Revelation 1:3. So we will.have 
our reports at this time. 

In the beginning of chapter 4, John is 
called up to Heaven to see the’ things 
which shall be hereafter. I believe that 
the visions, from Revelation 4 on, will 
take place after you and I have answered 
the Lord’s call, “Come up hither,” and 
have met Him in the air. Some Chris- 
tians think a larger part of Revelation 
has already been fulfilled, and I do not 
quarrel with them. 

Revelation 4 and 5 are scenes in 
Heaven. In chapter 4 God is- being 
praised for His wonderful work of crea- 
tion. In'chapter 5 the Lord Jesus is be- 
ing praised for the still greater work of 
redemption. In that chapter the book 
of God’s judgments is given to Christ to 
open. It is sealed with seven seals. 
Chapter 6 starts the dreadful story of 
judgment upon earth as edch of the first 
six seals is opened. 

Chapter 8 tells about the opening of 
the seventh seal. That brought seven 
angels with seven trumpets. As each 
angel sounded his trumpet, judgments 
still more terrible came upon the earth, 
In chapter 16 seven more angels ap- 
peared with the “seven last plagues” in 
vials. As each angel poured out his vial, 
most terrible calamities came upon the 
earth. 

In chapter 19: 11-16 we have the return 
of the Lord in glory to punish those who 
rejected Him and to set up His glorious 
reign. 

Chapter 20 tells about the final rebel- 
lion and the judgment of “the great white 
throne.” 

Chapters 21 and 22 are about the new 
heaven and the new earth. Let us read 
together Revelation 21:1-7 and 22:1-5. 
Here is another proof that the Bible is 
the Word of God. No man ever imagined 
such a glorious picture. Some religions 
have taught that there is a future state 
where its followers cease to suffer. 
Others have thought of the future life 
as a place where all lusts may ‘be grati- 
fied. But never man thought of a place 
such as this, a scene of spotless purity, 
holiness, and light, in which the great 
and holy Being we call God stoops to 
wipe away all tears from the eyes of 
His creatures and where He gives heart- 
satisfaction to all, 

Ponce de Leon was hunting for the 
Fountain of Youth when he found Flor- 
ida. Here we have the water of life 
and the tree of life, which are much 
more wonderful than that other foun- 
tain would have been, if it had been a 
reality instead of a fancy. 

Sin brought a curse into the world, 
but now because of redemption, there is 
no more curse in the eternal state. The 
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heavenly scene is far more wonderful 
than anyone ever could have imagined. 
Picture holy, happy people serving the 
Lord joyfully, loving one another, lov- 
ing Him and beloved by Him, with no 
possibility of anything ever making them 
unhappy again. They constantly see the 
face of the One who means more to them 
than ought else, and they reign with 
Him forever and ever. 

Now see how the heart of God desires 
that all may come to enjoy this glori- 
ous future. He sent His Spirit to earth 
to say, “Come.” The bride, meaning all 
true believers, says, “Come.” It is our 
business to give the Gospel invitation. 
Are we doing it? God so longs for men 
to come that He says, “And let him that 
heareth say, “Come.” Then He says, 
“Let him that is athirst come.” Finally, 
He adds, “And whosoever will [whether 
he is conscious of thirst of not], let him 
take the water of life freely.” 

What a verse that'is! Have every one 
of you come to Him? Have you accepted 
that wonderful invitation? God is still 
calling all to come, but some day it will 
be too late. The door will be shut, 

Come, for angel hosts are musing 

O’er this scene so strangely sad, 


God beseeching, man refusing 
To be made forever glad. 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditions UPOny which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Tlustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clip from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” erence is: given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 

t the total submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations. 


No Future—The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our 
Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall 
reign for ever and ever (Rev. 11:15). 
One friend said to another, “So you de- 
cided to quit being an atheist?” “Yes,” 
was the answer, “there’s no future to it.” 
—From the Pathfinder. Sent by Mrs. 
B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


The Thrill of a New Life ard a New 
Day.—And I saw a new heaven and a 
new earth (Rev. 21:1). I suppose we 
all got something new for Christmas. 
And what a thrill of pleasure those new 
toys, new clothes, and other new things 
gave us! Things soon get old and worn 
in this world. So whether it is Junior’s 
bright and shiny new toy, er Dad’s 
bright and shiny new car, young and old 
get a thrill in the newness of a thing. 
But all the joy of all the lovely new 
things of all our Christmas days through 
all our life will be as nothing to the 
thrill of joy we shall have when God 
makes “all things new,” as He is going 
to do. The last chapter but oue of the 
Bible points on to a new heaven, a new 
earth, a new Jerusalem, and a time when 
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God will make all things new. He then 


will wipe away all tears, and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, nor any more pain. All the bad 
things and all the sad things will be at 
an end forever, and goodness and glad- 
ness will reign because the Lord Jesus 
will be owned as King of kings and Lord 
of lords through all that new heaven and 
new earth. But this new heaven and earth 
are only for people who have been made 
new. ... Nothing and no one who would 
soil and spoil God’s new heaven and earth 
can ever enter. It is only for those whose 
names are written in the Book of Life. 
..- Go into the new year with the Lord 
Jesus and with the new heart He gives 
to those who seek Him for it. Then let 
Him keep and guide until you find your 
place in that new and glorious Kingdom 
over which He will rule in the better 
day.—From J. E. Harris, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, 
Petersburg, Va. 


No Place Like That—I ... saw the 
holy city, new Jerusalem (Rev. 21:2). 
Once, says a legend, a girl was dying, 
and her brother heard that if he could 
secure only one leaf from the tree of 
life she would be healed. He found the 
garden, and implored the angel at the 
gate to give him a leaf. “Suppose I did,” 
said the angel, “can you promise me that 
your sister will never be ill again, nor 
do wrong, nor be cold and hungry or 
treated harshly?” The boy could give 
no promise. Then the angel opened the 
gate a little way, bidding the child look 
into the garden for a moment, to have 
one glimpse of its beauty. “Then, if you 
still wish it,” he said, “I will ask the 
King for a leaf from the tree, to heal 
your sister.” The boy looked, and after 
seeing all the beauty and blessedness 
within, said softly, “I will not ask for a 
leaf now. There is no place in all the 
world as beautiful as that."—From the 
Methodist Recorder. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. Prize illustration, 


Beethoven’s Hope.—For the former 
things are passed away (Rev. 21:4). The 
deaf Beethoven declared it was the hope 
of immortality with its brighter future 
that inspired him to carry on. His biog- 
rapher wrote, “With the shadows of the 
Dark Valley closing around him, he could 
look to the Land of Promise beyond, 
and, with a mighty triumph, shout and 
sing of the joy and victory which surely 
awaited him in a world where the 
wrongs of earth are righted at last.”— 
From an editorial in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. S. Otis Roe, Lynn, 
Mass. 


What Is Eternity?—I am Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end (Rev. 
21:6). What is eternity? was a ques- 
tion once asked at the deaf and dumb 
institution at Paris; A beautiful and 
striking answer was given by one of the 
pupils, “The lifetime of the Almighty.” 
—From the Record of Christian Work. 
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Lesson for December 26 


Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Sur- 
rey, Eng. 


“Perhaps, Today.”—They shall see his 
face (Rev. 22:4). At night, as Dr. Hora- 
tius Bonar retired to rest, his last action 
ere he laid down to sleep was to draw 
aside the curtain and, looking up into 
the starry heavens, say, “Perhaps to- 
night, Lord?” In the morning, as he 
arose, his first movement was to raise 
the blind, and looking out upon the gray 
dawn, remark, “Perhaps today, Lerd?”— 
From Dawn. Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans, 


No Shadows Yonder.—And there shall 
be no night there; and they need no 
candle, neither light of the sun; for the 
Lord God giveth them light (Rev. 22:5). 

There are shadows in life’s evening, 

Falling round us one by one, 


When we call to our remembrance 
All the things we left undone. 


Yet life’s evening has a glory, 
Like that early dawn of day, 
When we first began to trust Him 

Who is still our Light today. 


He atoned for our transgressions 
By the precious blood He shed; 

He alone dispels the shadows 
That becloud our dying bed. 


Yonder there will be no shadows, 
Neither darkness, nor the night; 
For the Lamb who has redeemed us 
Shall be our eternal light. 
—From W. M. Czamanske, in The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Mrs. S. J. 
Beeker, Petersburg, Va. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
John Helps Christians To Rejoice 
(Rev. 4:8b, 11; 11:15b; 15:3b, 4; 21:4) 


| age. d Sunday you were all looking for- 
ward to Christrnas with great excite- 
ment and joy. Now Christmas is over. 
It has come and gone. You are happy 
now in a different way, enjoying the 
good things Christmas brought. 


In something the same way the world 
looked forward to the first great Christ- 
mas when Christ would come. But only 
a few saw Him. Later only a few real- 
ized that a dying man could be Christ. 
They did not want that kind of Saviour 
(point to the word in the diagram used 
last Sunday). They looked for a king. 
“Messiah the Prince,” Daniel (9:25) told 
them; “Behold, thy King cometh,” said 
Zechariah (9:9); “Ruler in Israel,” Micah 
(5:2) promised. Where was He? How 
little they knew He could not be their 
King until their sins were paid for and 
taken away! But this same one would 
be He — Messiah the King. 

Andrew and Peter were told He would 
come back (Acts 1:11). Paul knew it 
(1 Cor. 11:26b; 1 Thess, 4:14, 16; Titus 
2:13, 14). In his Letters he often re- 
minded the Christians, “He has come; 
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He is coming again.” (On the stick fig- 
ure representing Paul in the diagram put 
a second hand pointing to the right of 
the blackboard, and write inside the con- 
verging lines meeting at a point there, 
“and is coming again.”) In the General 
Epistles, too, we find writers pointing 
both ways. First let us say the Books 
of the New Testament. (Check the lad- 
ders.) Now, Peter. How many hands 
shall we give him? (1 Pet, 2:24; 5:4.) 
(Put a figure on the diagram for 
him, if he was not mentioned last 
Sunday.) 


But of all who knew He was coming 
again, John had the clearest picture; for 
the Lord Himself let him see what was 
going to happen, (Put hand pointing to 
the right on John.) Today we are going 
to hear words about Him which John 
heard, spoken in Heaven. (If expedient, 
have a hidden reader pronounce clearly 
the spoken words.) The Lord is on His 
throne in Heaven (Rev. 4:8, 11). What 
do you think is happening when these 
words are heard? (chap. 11:15b.) Listen 
again (chap, 15:3b, 4). What kind of 
King is He? Now there is a new heaven 
and a new earth, a holy city, and this 
promise (chap. 21:4). Imagine! No one 
ever crying, no loved one dying, nobody 
getting hurt! 5 

And when will these nice things all 
happen? After Christ comes again as 
King. (Print KING beneath the apex of 
the last converging lines in a similar 
position to SAVIOUR.) Now we will 
learn that wonderful verse that tells 
about this! “The kingdoms of this world 
are become the kingdoms of our Lord, 
and of his Christ; and he shall reign for 
ever and ever” (chap. 11:15). 


Where are you and I on this diagram? 
(Stick figures labeled “you” and “me” 
may be placed on the converging lines.) 
We do not know how near the point we 
may be! In what directions should our 
hands point? Surely, both ways. He 
has come and is coming again. It may 
be soon. Be sure your own name is 
written in the Book of Life (chap. 21: 
27) in Heaven that you may gladly wel- 
come Him when He comes the second 
time, as the shepherds and Wise Men 
welcomed Him the first time. Then go 
out this new year to see to how many 
you can tell the message, “He has come, 
and is coming again.” During the next 
weeks we shall learn more of the time 
when He first came, so you can better 
tell others about that. 


A girl of eleven, returning home from 
an errand one evening, stopped still and 
looked up at the clouds. Then she hur- 
ried home to her mother. “Mother, as 
I came up the lane just now I saw the 
clouds moving in a strange way. I stood 
and watched them, for I thought that if 
the Lord Jesus was coming, how I should 
like to be the first to see Him!” (Child 
Evangelism, Jan., 1948.) 


Orono, MAINE. 
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Nothing can better express 
the joy of Christmas than the 
music of beautiful bells. Borne 
through the skies on golden wings, 
it soars straight to our hearts and 
makes even more ecstatic the 
happiness that dwells there. 


Christmastime is the time of 
all the year when we know hap- 
piness for what it truly is—when 
love and kindness and the pleas- 
ure of giving are the guideposts 
of our lives. That has been true 
down through the centuries: the 
darkness of doubt and selfishness 
has ever vanished before the bril- 
liance of the Spirit of Christmas. 


Down through the centuries, 
too, multitudes have hearkened 
to bells, and to illons—and 
this love of bell music has never 
waned. Why not plan to thrill 
your community with the sweet- 
est bell music ever heard—the 
music of CARILLONIC BELLS. 


Write Dept. ST-810 


2 Schulnerich 


ELECTRONICS, ini 






SELLERSVILLE, PA. 


CARILLGMIC BELLS » TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS , ACOUSTIC 
CORRECTION UNITS : SOUND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS» CHURCH HEARING AIDS 
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Need a Poem? 


SPECIAL DAYS—21 pages of Recitations for 
special family and church occasions— 
weddings, anniversaries, farewell of pastors 
and missionaries, harvest festival, and 
others. New, timely, Scriptural ! 
35e —3 for $1.00 


Mrs. Herman Horn, Route 1, Corn, Okla. 








TRAINED AND EXPERIENCED 
MINISTER wishes to give guidance to those 


seeking a foundation knowledge of the Word of 
God. Two years course covering all the Books of 
the Bible. Evangelical, Non-Sectarian, Non-Profit- | 
making. Write 

REY. C. E. ROCKINGHAM, 101 High St., South Paris, Me. 











Whe India Mission 


Room 311 Elyria Block 
A Seul-Wiening, Cle Tench Fath Mi eng 
In Hyderabad State and Central Pr Provinees 
Bible Schoo ‘9 p Tscipiee Native Evangelists 
A fruitful field of the Lord's provision 
Write for fuller information. 














A NEW EDITION OF 


A Chemist and His Bible 


By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D.,Se.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Direc- 
tor of Research of one of the world’s 


largest industrial corporations. 
Now in its third edition, bringing itu . 
date in view of later discoveries in the field 


of atomic energy, in a 48-page booklet. 
Paper bound — 30 cents, postpaid 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., ‘Phila. 5, Pa. 

















wuy Christian Youth 
uixes Westmont College 


e Young people are flocking to 
Westmont because it offers (1) a 
quality 4 year liberal arts curric- 
ulum, (2) wholesome Christian 
fellowship, (3) a learned and con- 
secrated faculty, (4) extra-curric- 
ular activities that hold Christ 
preeminent. 


FREE BOOKLET . 
tells the dramatic story 
of Westmont College. 

WRITE DEPT. SS TODAY 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


ND now we come to the last book 

on our shelf. We have learned many 
things about the Books that are in our 
Bible. Perhaps we did not know how 
many different things there were in the 
Bible until we studied them, and we 
still know very little about the Book, 
but we can keep on learning a little 
more every day as long as we live— 
and then we will still not know very 
much, 

This last Book is the most difficult to 
understand, but it is also one of the most 
beautiful. We call it the Revelation, 
which means the unveiling, the showing 
forth of Jesus Christ. 

John, the beloved disciple who had 
walked with the Lord those years on 
earth, was given a vision from God, and 
this Book tells us what he saw. 

The first thing he saw was a vision 
of the Lord in His glory, and John fell 
down as a dead man. No human eye 
could stand the glory of God. Don’t 
you remember how Saul of Tarsus fell 
down on the Damascus road and became 
blind, when the glory of the Lord shone 
on him, brighter than the noonday sun? 

Then God gave John a picture of the 
Church down through the years, which 
John wrote down faithfully, and we can 
read for ourselves. And then the vision 


changed to Heaven, ‘and we read of a’ 


glory-circled throne, and. angels and 
seraphim and cherubim, and hosts sing- 
ing songs of glory. 

All the things which will happen when 
Christ returns, both in Heaven and on 
earth, were revealed to John. Much of 
it is in language which even the wisest 
men cannot fully understand, but we can 
all get a glimpse of the glorious things 
that are to come, 

When I was just a girl I heard about 
Christ coming back to earth, and I was 
so frightened that I could hardly sleep 
at night. I didn’t want Him to come 
while I lived. 

Why? Because I didn’t know Him. 
I believed about Him, but i did not know 
Him ag my Saviour and Lord, the one 
who loved me enough to die for me. 

I don’t want any of you children to 
be afraid to have Him come. I want 
you to love Him, and look for His com- 
ing as joyfully as you would for your 
mother or daddy if they were away. For 


He loves you even more than they do. ° 


While He will be the King of kings and 
the Lord of lords, He will be the same 
Jesus who took little children up in His 
arms and blessed them and said, ‘‘Suf- 
fer the little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not: for of such is the 
kingdom of God.” 

He will be the same Jesus who healed 
the sick and comforted the broken- 
hearted, the same Jesus who has been 
the best Friend all the way through dife 
of millions of believers. 
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We will be changed, in the twinkling 
of an eye, and will have our glorified 
bodies, like unto His glorious body, and 
Heaven will be the natural place for 
us to live. We all, like children, look 
at this beautiful world, and are sorry 
to leave it, but when we think of that 
place which will be more beautiful, for 
sin can never come there, we look with 
joy for Him and Heaven. 

But we want to take all our loved ones 
and friends with us, and they can only 
go if they believe on Him, so it should 
make us more anxious to tell the Gos- 


.pel story until He comes. 


We've had a great year of Bible study, 
and on this last Sunday of the year, let 
us praise and thank God for His Word, 
which is a lamp unto our feet, and a 
light unto our path, 

FELTON, CALIF, 

V4 


. s ] . 
This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 1120) 
1. Both books contain highly symbolic 
visions, looking to the consummation. 


2. While it does deal with the last things, 
it is “the revelation of Jesus Christ,” show- 
ing how our Lord stands related to the 
great movements leading up to the end. 


3. Isaiah and Peter (Isa. 65:17; 66:22; 2 
Pet. 3:13). 


4. Abraham. See Hebrews 11:10 (“the 
city of the foundations” in the Greek), and 
note Revelation 21:1, 20. 


5. See Hebrews 12:22. 


6. I would suggest four verses: (a) Exodus 
25:8; (b) John 1:14; (c) 1 Corinthians 3:16; 
(d) Revelation 21:3. 


7. Sea (21:1); tears, death, sorrow, crying, 
pain (21:4); Temple (21:22); sun, moon (21: 
23); night (21:25; 22:5); sin (21:27); curse 
(22:3); candle (22:5). 


8. Verse 3 says, “they shall serve”; verse 
5 says, “they shall reign.” They reign most 
who serve best. 


9. The name in the forehea@ means (a) 
ownership, (b) likeness. 


10. It begins with an invitation to Christ, 
and merges into an invitation from Christ. 
We have two “come’s” to press. 


Finding Victory Over Drink 
at Hebron Colony 
(Continued from page 1118) 


his deep thankfulness for the help he 
received at the Colony. 

Hebron Colony was founded early in 
1947 and has been a refuge for two hun- 
dred men. The property was the for- 
mer summer home of a wealthy man. 
The main house has eighteen rooms, and 
there are also a barn, garage, and small 
cottage. The men work from 8.30 to 
11.30 each morning, and from 1 to 4.30 
in the afternoon, and three nights a 
week meetings are held. The Rev. E. A. 
Dillard is president of the corporation 
which manages the Colony, and E. M. 
Elliott, of the Lowder Furniture Com- 
pany, Charlotte, N. C., is treasurer. 
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Lesson for December 26 


Funds are urgently needed to enable the 
corporation to carry on. 

Speaking of the men, Mr. Dillard says: 
“We ask them to stay with us at least 
eight weeks. We have found that those 
who leave too early falkagain, and most 
of those who gain victory are those who 
stay long enough. We want them to 
come to us willingly and sincerely. We 
give no medical treatment, and we have 
been wonderfully kept from any serious 
illness. There is a spirit of co-operation, 
and we are conscious of God’s blessing 
upon our work.” 


Ne 
With the New Books 


Ancient Records and the Bible. By. J. 
McKee Adams. (The Broadman Press, 
Nashville 3, Tenn., $3.75.) The manu- 
script for this book was completed but 
unpublished at the time of the author’s 
death in September, 1945. It was put in 
final shape for printing by two of his 
student fellows. The purpose of the 
book as set forth in the preface is “to 
seek to survey the recovered evidences 
growing out of scientific excavation and 
exploration, and to, set forth their bear- 
ing on the integrity of the Scriptures ir 
matters of historical detail.” 

In summary, this work begins with a 
survey of the lands of the Old Testa- 
ment world, and then gives a descrip- 
tion of the recovery of ancient civiliza- 
tions by means of archaeological 
excavation and other techniques. Suc- 
ceeding chapters deal with the light cast 
on the Bible by the ancient records of 
Egypt, Mesopotamia, and Palestine; and 
with archaeology and criticism, Old Tes- 
tament chronology, and the periods of 
Old Testament history from Abraham 
and Moses to the restoration. 

The bogk is to be commended for re- 
jecting the idea that the Bible contains 
a kernel of truth, “which was later em- 
bellished with folklore, legend, and ex- 
aggerated tradition” (pp. 3, 4). Some- 
times, in the quotations he uses, the author 
tends to overemphasize the idea that 
archaeology and criticism go along hand 
in hand in the search for understanding. 
There is a kernel of truth in such state- 
ments, but as the author later tends to 
show, there are many points at which 
archaeology and destructive criticism 
part company, and the archaeological 
discoveries show the fallacies involved 
in the critical view. 


Some of the dates in the book need to 
be re-evaluated, or at least qualified, 
The Code of Hammurabi is dated 2100 
B.C. (p. 66). While 2000 B.C. may still 
be serviceable as a round number for the 
time of Hammurabi, many scholars tend 
to date his period much later at the 
present time (1728-1636 B.C.; cf. Al- 
bright, Bulletin of the American Schools 
of Oriental Research, No. 88, pp. 28ff., and 
No. 106, p. 19). To say that “the sci- 
ence of writing was brought to perfec- 
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tion by the Egyptians in their hiero- 
glyphical system two thousand years be- 
fore Abraham” (p. 113) is to follow the 
tendency of the last century, which 
dated almost everything too high. The 
oldest writing which can be certainly 
dated in the light of current discoveries 
must be placed just a little before 3000 
B.C, 


Certain things might be more care- 
fully checked before a reprinting of the 
book. The notation concerning 20,000 
tablets found at Mari (plus a few hun- 
dred others, p. 71), does not harmonize 
with the “nearly 30,000” on a later page 
(p. 146). Many scholars, both Liberal 
and Fundamentalist, feel that the clay 
tablets giving the Babylonian account 
of the Flood are more significant than 
the layer of clay deposi, found by 
Woolley at Ur (p. 145). e equation 
of Amraphel with Hammurabi (p. 123) 
should be qualified more definitely as 
merely a possibility, and not as having 
“the preponderance of critical opinion” 
behind it (p. 190). Recent studies do 
not point to Hatshepsut as the “aunt” 
of Thutmosis III (p. 231), but as his step- 
mother and mother-in-law (Steindorff 
and Seele, ‘“‘When Egypt Ruled the East,” 
p. 40). 

The author concludes the work by 
saying that he has not “completely 
solved all the Biblical problems, though 
definite progress has been made in sev- 
eral areas where light was most*néeded” 
(p. 347). This evident effort not to over- 
state the case may leave one with an 
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Missionary 


ADVANCE 


Five years ago... 


Bible believing Baptists waited 
upon God and the CBFMS was 
conceived in prayer. The new 
Society had NO financial in- 
come, NO missionaries to send 
with ‘‘Good News"’ to those who 
never heard, NO fields to which 
missionaries could be sent. 
“But GOD" ——. 


Now CBFMS receives over half 


a million dollars annually, 161 
missionaries are under appoint- 
ment, with over 100 now serving 
in ten foreign fields on thirty- 





three mission stations and sur- 
rounding communities, “Holding 
forth the Word of Life’’ in China, 
India, Belgian Congo, Portugal, 
Argentina, Brazil, Japan, Italy, 
French West Africa, Philippine 
Islands. ‘’Praise God from whom 





all blessings flow’ is the song in 
the hearts of Baptist people who 
through their faithfulness to God 
have seen this miracle performed. 

Rev. V. BrusHwy.er, D.D. 


General Director 
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; A large dynamic hymnal. 
Used in many of America’s 
great churches. 


Round notes. 


107 numbers. 
Single copy, 20c. 














The 1] ymnal for your Church 


Hymns of the Christian Life 


504 songs. 
Responsive readings. 
Complete indexes. 


Cloth edition only. 
$1.25 each, postpaid; $110.00 a 100, carriage extra. 


Song Books for Special Occasions 


Bible Conferences, Missionary Conventions, Evangelistic Cam- 
paigns, Youth for Christ Rallies. 
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Palms of Victory 


Reinforced manila binding. Covers in two colors. 138 songs. 
$22.50 a 100. Single copy, 25c. 


The New Crusade Songs 
Reinforced manila binding. $17.50 a 100. 


At your religious book store. 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 
1517 N. Third Street, 


Harrisburg, Pa. 
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EUROPE’S ORPHANS 
AND DESTITUTE CHILDREN 


need food, ary orphanages. The EURO- 
tnroug ts Sie erphanage a Grenes ond tn werherets 
an 

Holland, a. Conchoclovekin Italy, and Germany. Give 

that we may establish add 

phanages, feed and clothe many a a children, 
and lead them to Christ. Send gifts 

EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN wanes 
or Europe’s Orphans and Destitute Children 


1101 East 35th St. 32 Roxborough St. E. 
Brooklyn 10, N. Y. Toronto 5, Ont., Can. 














Gist Lesson 


1949 By R.A. TORREY 


Insist on the ORIGINAL. Forty- 
nine years’ supremacy. Never 
pont Condensed thought. Di- 
gest and text of lesson, Full ex- 
position, Other features. 


Cloth Bound 60¢ Postpaid 
¢ F. H. REVELL CO, 158-Sth Ave., New York 10 





When answering advertisements, will you 
please mention The Sunday School Times? 
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Christian Sanatorium 
WYCKOFF, NEW JERSEY 


has several openings for 
NURSES 
TRAINED ATTENDANTS 
AND DOMESTIC WORKERS 


Please write to 
DIRECTOR OF NURSES 
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understatement, and tend to take 2way 
some of the force of the significant 
archaeological discoveries. 


Christianity and Liberalism. By J, 
Gresham Machen (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.50.) 
It is good indeed that this well-known 
book of the late Dr. J. Gresham Machen 
has been reprfnted and once again made 
available to the Christian public. Aris- 
ing out of the struggles of the twenties 
about Modernism’s invasion of the major 
denominations, this little book has still 
a freshness and an up-to-date, character, 
It should be required reading even to- 
day for those who would understand the 
present church situation. Dr. Machen’s 
purpose was to explain and clarify Mod- 
ernism, showing wherein it differed from 
Bible-beliegying Christianity. The two 
religions (for even Liberals have since 
agreed that Modernism and _ historic 
Christianity are essentially different re- 
ligions) are contrasted point by point. 
The main effort of the author it not so 
much to argue for the truth as to bring 
the issues to light in all fairness and 
courtesy. However, he includes much 
valuable argument for the Christian po- 
sition, anticipating with great skill ob- 
jections that are still current and giving 
solid answers. Machen argues in the 
introduction and in the chapter on doc- 
trine that scrutiny of the beliefs of Mod- 
ernism and of Christianity is both legiti- 
mate an@ rewarding — laymen, too, must 
consider these things, 

The main points of difference between 
Modernism and Christianity referred,to 
concern God, man, the Bible, Christ, sal- 
vation, and the Church. The teaching 
of the universal fatherhood of God and 
the universal brotherhood of man, so 
dear to Modernism, is shown to arise 
from defective views of both God and 
human sin. As to salvation, Dr, Machen 
takes up the social gospel clearly and 








Includes 22 outstanding features! 
True to the whole Bible, evange- 
listic, and based on the Interna- 
tional Uniform Lesson Series. 
Satisfaction guaranteed or your 
money back. One Arkansas reader 
writes, ‘It can’t be beat’’. 
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carefully. He shows that ‘the Liberal 
believes that applied Christianity is all 
there is of Christianity . . . the Chris- 
tian man believes that applied Chris- 
tianity is the result of an initial act 
of God ... his chief business, he be- 
lieves, is the saving of souls.” The final 
chapter on “The Church” contains a re- 
markable foresight into the movements 
of the quarter century since the book 
first appeated. 


Commentary on the Epistle to the Ro- 
mans. Commentary on the Epistle to 
the Hebrews. Commentary on the Book 
of Isaiah, Vol. I and Vol. II. All by John 
Calvin. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $4.50 for the first volume, 
$3.50 for each of the other three.) These 
commentaries, the first of a series of 
fifty-two reprints, were translated from 
the original Latin a century ago, Their 
appearance today marks a new era in 
solid Bible study. Calvin’s commentaries 
are of course theological. They empha- 
size on every page the authority of the 
Scriptures, the sinfulness of sin, the 
grace and sovereignty of God. And they 
are eminently practical. Therefore, the 
unlettered will read with spiritual profit, 
while the scholar will find a mine of 
spiritual truth from which to enrich his 
own treasure-house, 

As to points of particular interest: 
Calvin teaches that Romans 7:15ff. de- 
scribes a regenerated man; that Romans 
11 foretells the return of national Israel; 
that Paul did not write Hebrews, but 
perhaps Luke or Clement did; that He- 
brews 6 describes the apostasy, not of 
believers, but of unregenerate; that the 
Gospel is the New Covenant of Jere- 
miah 31. 

In a remarkable commentary on Isaiah 
11:6, Calvin, though elsewhere not a 
millennarian, writes: “,.. the Prophet’s 
discourse looks beyond this [4 spiritual 
reign by Christ, over the Church]; for 
it amounts to a’ promise that there will 
be a blessed restoration of the world. 
He describes the order which was at 
the beginning, before man’s apostasy 
produced the unhappy and melancholy 
change under which we groan. Whence 
comes the cruelty of brutes, which 
prompts the stronger to seize and rend 
and devour with dreadful violence the 
weaker animals? There would certainly 
have been no discord among the crea- 
tures of God, if they had remained in 
their first and original creation. When 
they exercise cruelty towards each other, 
and the weak need to be protected 
against the strong, it is an evidence of 
the disorder .. . which has sprung from 
the sinfulness of man. Christ having 
come, in order to reconcile the world to 
God by the removal of the curse, it is 
not without reason that the restoration 
of a perfect state is ascribed to him; as 
if the Prophets had said that that golden 
age will return in which perfect happi- 
ness existed, before the fall of man and 
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the shock and ruin of the world which 
followed it” (pp. 383, 384). 

Indices to words, Scriptures, and topics 
form’ a valuable appendix to the New 
Testament volumes. 


Great Shorter Works of Pascal. By 
Emile Cailliet. (The Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia 7; $4.50.) These are the 
greater works of Pascal as contrasted 
with the greatest, the “Provincial Let- 
ters” and the “Pensées.” Pascal exhib- 
ited greatness in many fields. He was 
great as a mathematician, who, when 


barely sixteen years of age, produced 


an essay on conic sections, and, when 
a very sick man, distracted his mind 
from excruciating headaches by solving 
the problem of the cycloid. He was 
great as an inventor, having invented 
the barometer, the hydraulic press, and 
the calculating machine. He was great 
as a controversialist, and delivered a 
mortal thrust to the Jesuits from which 
they still, and will always, suffer. He 
was great as a theologian; he was great 
in his Bible-saturated, saintly Christian 
life. All of these varied phases of his 
great life and career are touched upon 
in these selections from his letters and 
other papers. Professor Cailliet, who 
edits them, is on the faculty of Prince- 
ton Seminary, a convert from Catholi- 
cism, and a specialist in Pascalian litera- 
ture and history. This constitutes an 
important addition to his previously 
published studies, on the subject. 

Many of these papers open a window 
into Pascal’s innermost being, as, for 
example, his “Prayer Asking God To 
Use Illnesses to a Good End.” His own 
whole life was continuously sickness- 
smitten. He was a Christian at heart; 
also a Roman Catholic, as he avowed in 
his will, “commending his soul to God, 
praying to him that, by the merit and 
precious blood of our Saviour and Re- 
Ceemer, it may please Him to pardon 
his faults and to join his soul, when it 
shall leave this world, to the number 
of the blessed.” 

His Catholicism was of the Gallican 
type. He speaks of “that villainous 
tribunal of the Inquisition under which 
almost all Christianity is groaning.” He 
declared that “the decision of the Pope 
does not require anyone to believe what 
he has decided, even in matters of faith, 
because he is subject to errors in mat- 
ters of faith.” Pope Alexander VII 
returned the compliment by “forbidding 
and commanding that no belief be placed 
in his ‘Provincial Letters’ any more than 
in apocryphal things, and declared that 
none may, nor should, cite them,” 

What he says here of Jesuit morality 
matches his stinging censure of it in the 
“Provincial Letters.” As to their tactics, 
as he describes them, they were singu- 
larly like those of modern Protestant 
Jesuits, who are dividing and misleading 
American churches: “This is the height 
of Jesuit inso!*nce. After having taken 
advantage of the moderation of the mine 
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isters of the church to introduce their 
ungodly doctrines, they have today ar- 
rived at the point of trying to drive 
from the ministry of the church those 
who consent to such doctrine.” Watch 
if that does not apply in the Northern 
Baptist Convention of 1948 in Milwau- 
kee! 


. 


Rise and Progress of the People Called 
Quakers. By William Penn (about A.D. 
1695). A reprint. (Friends’ Book Store, 
302 Arch St., Philadelphia 6, paper, 60 
cents.) The introduction to this little 
reprint is written by Dr, William W. 
Comfort, ex-president of Haverford Col- 
lege. He states that Penn wrote this 
treatise as an introduction to the journal 
of George Fox, who was the founder of 
the Society of Friends, to “bring back 
the people to that acceptable union of 
faith and works which had so often 
been thrown out of balance in Christian 
history.” 

It is to be hoped that this testimony 
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to the early faith of the Quakers, which 
was a revival of First Century Chris- 
tianity, may, in this day, bring a reaction 
to modern Quakerism, which is so far 
off “balance” in many groups that the 
original evangelistic faith and zeal are 
submerged by good works and the en- 
ergy of the flesh, 


William Penn reviewed the History of 
the Christian Church, with its ups and 
downs, and then described in detail the 
distinctive testimonies that made the 
seventeenth century Quakers “a peweliar 
people zealous of good works,” 
Christ, their Redeemer, prepared and 
moved them by his own blessed Spirit, 
for which they waited in their services 
and meetings. . . .” Their emphasis 
was upon present-tense salvation, “the 
Light of Christ within, as God’s gift for 
man’s salvation.” Again, “forgiveness of 
sins that are past through Christ the 
alone propitiation” was affirmed, but the 
Atonement as the primary basis of God’s 
dealing with sinners has usually been 
side-stepped by most Quaker writers. 


Another section gives a very keen ap- 
preciation of the life and character of 
George Fox, who shook England with 
a victorious life message. The booklet 
ends with earnest exhortations to Friends 
for consistent living. 


The Communion of Saints. By Herman 
A. Preus. (Augsburg Pub. House, Minne- 
apolis 15; $2.) Believing that present- 
day Christians have forgotten the doc- 
trine of the church as a spiritual unity, 
the author restates it with a fine Scrip- 
tural and historical study. He retraces 
the steps by which Luther came to what 
is now the Protestant teaching — first as 
an obedient son of Rome; then as a critic, 
as a rebel, and finally as a reformer. 
There is much polemical material against 
Romish errors, and by indirection many 
arguments against the ecumenical move- 
ment as it is now constituted. As a 
Lutheran professor, the author believes 
that Protestants need to restudy basic 
Lutheran principles such as the means 
of grace and the keys of the Kingdom. 
The volume as a whole will be of as- 
sistance to anyone desiring a clear state- 
ment of the Protestant view of the 
church, 
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CORRECTION 

Church Service Hymns. (The Rode- 
heaver Hall-Mack Co., Winona Lake, 
Ind.) Reviewed in THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times of November 20. Attention has 
been called to an advance in price of 
this hymnal—single copies, $1.10, post- 
paid; in lots of 25 or more, not postpaid, 
92% cents each. 


ry 
The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting - 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 26 
2. Keeping Christmas All Year Long 
(Isa. 11:1-9; 61:1-3) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
ERHAPS many of us, now that 


Christmas Day is past and the hustle 
and bustle and tension that preceded it 
have subsided, have breathed a great 
sigh of relief, and thankfully settled 
down to our regular routine. If this has 
been true of us, we may be a little re- 
sentful at the suggestion of our topic that 
we keep Christmas “all year long.” How- 
ever, an honest analysis should show us 
that the difficulty is not with our topic, but 
with our own observance of the Christ- 
mas season. If there has been hustle 
and bustle, very likely there has also 
been failure to begin our preparation 
soon enough. If there has been tension 
over what we received or did not re- 
ceive, or over our gifts to others, then 
there has been lack of trust in our 
Heavenly Father, and a failure to seek 
his direction and follow it. 


However, even if our giving and re- 
ceiving could be kept on the highest 
level and could be continued indefinitely, 
and if our schedule of wholesome good 
times and activities could be stretched 
out for the next 365 days, would this be 
“keeping Christmas all year log”? Cer- 
tainly not, for there are some unbe- 
lievers, with no love for the Lord Jesus 
in their hearts, who conceivably might 
follow such a plan, at least outwardly. 
Keeping Christmas afl year long for the 
believer involves a recognition of what 
God’s Son came to this earth to do. It 
includes yielding to His will for our lives 
and seeking all year long to follow His 
example and to be obedient. 


The second portion in our Scripture 
lesson brings to us the very words that 
the Lord Jesus Himselt quoted to His 
own townsfolk as showing why God set 
Him apart and sent Him to this earth: 

1. He was to proclaim the Good News, 
or the Gospel, to the meek—to those 
who were simple-hearted and simple- 
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minded enough to believe God, and to 
receive His gift. 

2:He was to bind up the broken 
hearted — those who were discouraged 
and well-nigh hopeless under the bur- 
den of and suffering for sin. 

3. He was to announce the end of sin’s 
dominion over those who had been held 
in captivity by sin, and the releasing of 
those who had been bound by its power, 
for He was to go to the cross and rise 
from the dead to break sin’s power. 

4. He was to proclaim a time ‘of ac- 
ceptance or, in other Words, a dispensa- 
tion of grace, when all men who would 
‘might receive salvation from sin and 
enjoy freedom and relief from its power. 

You will notice, however, that when 
the Lord Jesus during His earthly_min- 
istry stood up in the synagogue at Naz- 
areth and read this portion of the Scrip- 
tures, He stopped right here and did not 
continue with that part of Isaiah 16:2 
which states that he was to proclaim 
the day of God’s judgment. The Lord 
Jesus will fulfill that part of Isaiah’s 
prophecy when He comes, the second 
time, in glory and power to set up His 
millennial Kingdom here on the earth. 
It is this Kingdom that Isaiah has in 
view in the nine verses of the eleventh 
chapter which have been chosen for our 
first Scripture reading. Not yet has 
God’s time arrived for the absolutcly 
righteous and impartial reign of His Son 
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here upon the earth. Not yet has the 
nature of wild animals been changed so 
that domestic animals may lie down 
safely with them, 

4 


But meanwhile we may, indeed, keep 
Christmas all year around by doing all 
that we can to proclaim the Good News 
of God’s salvation and love; to bind up 
those whose hearts have been broken 
and torn by sin, by leading them to the 
Saviour who died for them that they 
might be cleansed and made whole again; 
and to tell others of the liberty God has 
made possible in Christ for those who 
are bound by the fetters and habits of 
sin. It is not necessary that we study 
for the ministry or volunteer for the 
mission field in order to do these things, 
although such a course may, indeed, be 
God’s will for us eventually. We can 
begin with the boy or girl who sits be- 
side us in the classroom at school, or 
the young man or woman who works 
beside us in the office or in the shop, 
or with the neighbor who lives near us. 


* In its fullest sense, Christmas means that 


a Saviour has come. As we faithfully 
witness, about that Saviour, God will 
open further opportunities to witness to 
others, and so the true spirit of Christ- 
mas may indeed fill us and rejoice our 
hearts all through the year, 
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Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 20 to 31 
Mon.—Daniel 7:9-12. 
“His Raiment Was White as Snow.” 

PRAYER SuccestTions: “The Ancient of 
days did sit, whose garment was white 
as snow.” Our Lord, in the Glory, in 
His very clothing, represents His own 
righteousness and that of His saints. And 
has He not promised some “they shall 
walk with me in white: for they are 
worthy”? (Rev. 3:4.) As followers of 
the Lamb let our garments ‘be always 
white. Pray for the foreign mission en- 
terprise for which God has awakened 
your interest, 
Tues.—Daniel 7:13, 14. 

“One Like Unto the Son of Man.” 

PRAYER SuccEsTions: “Like the Son of 
man.” Ezekiel uses similar language to 
describe One like unto a man on the 
throne of God (Ezek. 1:26). Our Lord’s 
use of this title had in view His mani- 
festation for our salvation in the form 
of man, but also what these prophets 
saw, and probably His own image and 
likeness after which He created man. 
Adore the man Christ Jesus, your Lord 
and your God. Pray for all Sunday 
school superintendents. 
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Wed.—Daniel 7:15-22. 
“The Saints Possessed the Kingdom.” 


PRAYER SucacesTions: “The time came 
that the saints possessed the kingdom.” 
As after the sufferings Christ entered 
into His glory, so after the battles are 
over we shall wear the crown. From 
victory unto victory Christ will lead His 
people. Suffer they may, but reign they 
shall with their triumphant Lord. Pray 
for every Sunday school teacher you 
know, They need God’s grace’ and wis- 
dom for their work of teaching children 
the fear of the Lord. 

Thurs.—Revelation 1:1-3. 
“Blessed Is He Who Reads.” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blessed is he 
that readeth.” Reception of God’s reve- 
lation is the surest way to escape decep- 
tion. The one who reads usually heeds 
God’s exhortations. In these days man’s 
books act like so many hooks to hinder 
us from reading the truth of God. By 
every one it must be confessed, Who 
reads God’s Word is richly blessed. 
Pray for a revival of private reading of 
God’s Word, especially this Book of the 
Revelation. 

Fri—Revelation 1:4-11. 
“John to the Seven Churches.” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “What thou seest, 
write in a book, and send it unio the 
seven churches.” The burden upon the 
heart of Christ was thus put upon the 
heart of John that he might place it ' 
upon the ministers and congreBations ad- ' 
dressed. The kind of revival the Lord 
wanted to see in the life of those 
churches is the need in Christian con- 
gregations today. Study these reproofs 
and exhortations of Christ-~seriously. 
They are needed by all the people of 
God. Unless heeded, darker days are 
in store for the churches. Pray for 
God’s kind of revival. 

Sat.—Revelation 22:1-5. “He Showed Me 
the River of the Water of Life.” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A pure river of 
water of life.” Christ spoke to the 
woman of Samaria of a well of water 
(of life), but here is a “river,” and 
blessings supernal. God deals only in 
infinitudes in the new heaven and earth, 
His vastness of mercy all our thoughts 
exceeds, Great and marvelous are His 
works. The greatest issue is, where will 
we spend eternity? Pray as never be- 
fore for a river of salvation to sweep 
through our beloved land, 
Sun.—Revelation %:9-17. “God Will Wipe 

Away Every Tear From Their Eyes,” — 

PRAYER SvuaGcesTions: “God shall = a> 
wipe away all tears from their eyes.” @ 24 
In God’s presence in the day of our oe 
accounts will sorrow over life’s fail- ~ -» 4 
ures, and the eternal*loss of loved On 4 
ones who might have been saved break — oe P 
all of our hearts? God’s loving hand @ ‘ 
and our tearful eyes! Here isenough @@® ‘ 
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to break our hearts of stone. Lord, 7 
help us while we may be what we © 
can be for Him. Pray for yourself. Pe 
Ask God to give you a heart that feels at 


penitent and yearns to be wholly His: = 





